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T. Bernay Bramſton, and John Bullock, Eſe ar rs. 
MEMBERS for ESSEX; | 


Sir John Rouſe, Bart. and Foſhua Grigby, Eſq 
MEMBERS for SUFFOLK, © | 


AND To 


Sir Edward Aſtley, and Sir John M. odchouſe, Barts. 
MBE RS for NORFOLK, . 


GENTLEMEN, 


Io is with profound reſpect that I dedicate 
the following ſheets to You. - They ſeem, indeed, in ſome 


meaſure to claim your patronage, as the Plan therein laid 


don will, I truſt, if carried into execution, not only 


advantage the Nation i in general, by facilitating that internal | 
intercourſe 


1 
intercourſe f neceſſary to Commerce, but alſo in a parti- 
cular manner benefit thoſe Counties you ſo ably and hono- 
rally; repreſent, 


The ſanction of your Names, beſides 4 "RIO it con- 
fers on me, mam, and I hope will, excite other Gentlemen, 
of the ſame liberal turn of mind; to aſſiſt ; in bringing this 
important buſineſs forward. At all events your permiſſion: 


to avail myſelf of them; is a favour which "_ ever be moſt; 
: ny remembeted t 


GENTLEMuEN, 
Your moſt obedient 


and moſt humble Servant, 


I» _- en, eo,” k 7 . ooo A©£_ 4. , , « 


nts =o) any” r Cw RI - 


INTRODUCTION. 


Wu EN we conſider, that the wants and neceſſities of mankind 
are chiefly ſupplied by trade and commerce, it will appear of the atmoſt 
importance, to render their communication with each other, for thoſe 
falutary purpoſes, as eaſy and commodious as poſtible. Thus Navi- 
gation joins, as it were, the whole world in a ſocial intercourſe of 
benefits: it conveys the ſuperabundance of the productions and manu- 
factures of one country or climate to another, deſtitute in itſelf, perhaps, 
of ſuch productions or manufactures. And many able pens have been 
employed in celebrating thoſe great and adventurous men, who, by 
their diſcoveries and improvements of thoſe arts, have ſpread. cultivation, 
humanity, and knowledge, over every part of the Globe. Hence a 
full tide of wealth and opulence has flowed into Europe: and the im- 
portance or political weight of every Nation-in this happy quarter of the 
world, may be eſtimated in proportion to the encouragement it has 
given to trade, commerce, and manufactures; which, as I conceive, 
conſtitutes the eſſential difference between maritime and military go- 


vernments. 


In a degree, therefore, ſubordinate only to that in which we are 
intereſted in general navigation upon the ocean, we are concerned to eoun- 
tenance and forward every attempt to facilitate an intercourſe between one 
diſtrict and another in any particular country; to render the carriage 
of the natural or artificial productions of the ſeveral provinces of a 
kingdom, to the metropolis. and intermediate towns, ready and cheap: 
an object which, without doubt, highly merits the attention and encou- 
ragement of the Public; for, without the means uſually employed to this 

| a purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, the inhabitants of the Northern and the Southern, the Eaſtern 
and the Weſtern parts of England, would be little acquainted with each 
other, . or with thoſe of the mid-land parts; and the commodities they 
peculiarly grow or make, would be almoſt confined to their own reſpective 
conſumption. But the planning, laying down, or improving roads for 
land-communication and carriage ; the rendering rivers, where nature has 
not done it, navigable for veſſels of burden, has admirably obviated thoſe 
inconveniencies, to a certain degree. Still were there inland diſtricts 
remaining, which had no opportunity, naturally, of a water-communi- | 
cation ; and many there are ſtill, whoſe inhabitants have never thought of 
any ſuch conveyance. On this account large tiacts of country are locked 
up from commerce, and the induſtrious peaſant beholds the fruits of his 
daily toil confined to his own conſumption, or ſent to a diſtant market 
at ſuch an expence for carriage, as eats up his little gains, and cramps him 
in obtaining the neceſſary articles of ſubſiſtence, 


The preſent age, however, will ſhine with diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the 
annals of our country: we have rendered ourſelves renowned by our 
warlike atchievements ; and, though late, we have begun to improve our 
country by many praiſe-worthy and falutary undertakings; of which 
none redounds ſo much to the public benefit, as INLAND NAviGATIONS, 
which have been executed with ſpirit, on plans properly formed, pro- 
poſed with judgment, and inforced by the moſt ſolid and convincing 
arguments, which ſelfiſh intereſt, obſtinacy, and ignorance, have in vain 


endeavoured to refute, 


1 have faid, it was late before this country found out the benefits of 
Inland Navigation: its ſituation as an iſland, and its many fine Navi- 
gable Rivers, might conduce to prevent our taking up the idea at a 
more early period; though our neighbours in Holland, out of a ſmall 
tract of marſh-land, by this means particularly, have raiſed a populous 


and wealthy ſtate, revered and courted by all the world : they have 
interſected 


L vis ] = 
interſected their country with artificial Canals, the ſupport and repair 
of which they attend to with the utmoſt precaution and diligence. Theſe 
Canals receive and carry off thoſe waters which otherwiſe would drown 
their country ; they are the uſual means of conveying travellers and paſ- 
ſengers from place to place, as well as goods of every kind: they turn 
mills, ſaw timber, weave tape, ſplit iron, drain lands, and perform a variety 
of other profitable labour. An inhabitant of Rotterdam, by means of 
them, may breakfaſt at Delft, or the Hague, dine at Leyden, and ſup at 
Amſterdam, or return home again before night. In froſty weather, travel- 
ling on theſe Canals with ſkaits is ſtill more expeditious ; and for heavy 
burdens, fledges are ſubſtituted in the room of boats and barges, which 
are as much employed on their Canals as in their ſtreets. By means of 
theſe Canals and Navigable Rivers, they carry on that inland trade to all 
parts of France, Flanders, and Germany, which has never been exceeded 


by any other people. 


France exhibits wonderful inſtances of induſtry and contrivance in 
Canals for Inland Navigation : thoſe of Briere and Orleans ſupply Paris 
with the productions of divers provinces ; and the South of France with 
the cloths, ſtuffs, and camblets, of Abbeville, Amiens, Rheims, Sedan, 
and Liſle ; whence, by the ſame conveyance, they furniſh the North of 
France with Provence -oils, Muſcadell wines, dried fruit, hard-ware, 
paper, and other merchandiſe of the South. The junction of the Somme 
with the Oiſe, opens to Paris a ready conveyance for the grain of Picardy, 
and the ſea-coal, wood, butter, copper, and ſpices of the northern 
provinces of the kingdom. The junction of the Ocean with the Me- 
diterranean, which commenced in 1666, was reſumed in 1667, and 
has fince 1682 anſwered the great ends propoſed by it, will ever dg 
honour to Lewis the XIVth, his able Miniſter Colbert, and to Riquet 
the Engineer who conducted this ſtupendous work; the expence of 
which undertaking, (it being above one hundred and forty leagues, or 
near four hundred and thirty miles, in length) was nothing, compared 


to the advantages reaped therefrom : and from that arduous enterpriſe 
(its 


(my) 5 


(its immenſe difficulties conſidered) our preſent undertakers of Inland 
Navigations ought to derive ſpirit and fortitude ſufficient to ſtem all 
difficulties and oppoſition that may occur in their patriotic labours, 
when they ſurvey what unabated induſtry and ever-availing perſeverance 
have produced in a neighbouring kingdom. 


Peter the Great, Czar of Muſcovy, amongſt his other grand deſigns, 
had planned a navigation for conveying all the rich goods of Perſia to 
his new city of Peterſburgh : but, alas! the death of this great man 
prevented the perfect accompliſhment of this noble undertaking, which 
would have made Peterſburgh, perhaps, the moſt populous and profitable 
place of traffic in the world. What was left undone by Peter the 
Great, is however now carrying on, with the greateſt aſfiduity, by the 
immortal Catharine. — 


But not to confine ourſelves to Europe on this ſubject, let it be remem- | 
bered that the extenſive Empire of China, whoſe policy in many particu- 
lars is well worth attending to, owes the greateſt part of its riches and 
fertility to thoſe numerous Canals, ſo uſeful for the tranſportation of the 
produce and merchandiſe of one province to another. They are bordered 
with quays of free-ſtone; and in low, marſhy places, very long cauſe- 
ways are raiſed for the convenience of 'travellers. Innumerable Canals 
are alſo cut through their lands, from the many rivers, lakes, and rivulets, 
with which that country ſo hippily abounds. Theſe Canals are never 
obſtructed by pleaſtire-grounds, not even the gardens of the Emperor, or 
any of his Governors: they have bridges over them, of three, five, ſeven, 
or more arches, | to open a free communication with the country: the 

middle arch is generally very high, that barks or barges may paſs under it 
with their maſts ſtanding. The Principal Canals diſcharge themſelves, on 

the right and left, into other ſmall Canals, which are divided again into a 

en many rivulets; and theſe are conducted to different large towns, and 
very conſiderable cities. But the great Canal, called the Royal Canal, 


which is three hundred leagues in length, is without compariſon; which. 
| | at 


| [ ix 1 
at an infinite expence, and with amazing induſtry, has been carried through 
many provinces. Upon it all the riches of the South and North are con- 
veyed; and by its communication with other Canals and Rivers, the 
Chineſe can travel, or convey goods, very commodiouſly, from Pekin the 
capital, to Canton the fartheſt part of the Empire, being above ſix hun- 
dred leagues. They commonly have a fathom and half of water in 
this Canal, to facilitate the navigation. When the water is high, and 
like to overflow the neighbouring fields, they take care to open the 
fluices to convey it away, and to keep it at a certain height in the 
Canal. There are inſpectors appointed to viſit the Canal continually, 


and workmen ready to repair the damaged places. 


By Inland Navigation the greateſt benefits ariſe to our trade and com- 
merce; as it much leſſens the price of carriage, opens a ready commu- 
nication from one part of the kingdom to another, and from all its parts 
to the ſea; by which the products and manufactures of the kingdom, in 
general, may be afforded at a moderate price, Every manufacturer can 
lay in his raw materials with eaſe and cheapneſs, and carry his manu- 
factured goods to a proper market at a ſmaller expence; whereby he 
can ſell them at a moderate rate, and even have the preference there, 


when undue influence or impoſts do not hinder him. 


Theſe Inland Navigations highly benefit the manufactures where they 
have taken place; occaſion the eſtabliſhment of many new ones, in 
ſituations where the land before could be of little value, and was bare 
of inhabitants; chearing and enlivening every diſtri where they have 
been formed, and adding riches and fertility to every part through 
which they are extended: I ſay Fertility, becauſe it is well known that 
every meadow and paſture in the neighbourhood of refreſhing ſtreams, 
diſplay a verdure which is not to be diſcovered in thoſe dry, withered, 
and aduſt ſpots which do not lie near the banks of a river, or running 
waters. The cattle in the paſtures, on the banks, are fatter, more deli- 


cious in taſte, and give a better quality to the ſalubrious tribute which 
"ff iſſues 


/ 


ERS. 


iſſues from the dairy. The horſes are fitter for labour, and contribute 
more ſpiritedly to the ſport or pleaſure of their poſſeſſors. Sheep, indeed, 
are excepted; they thrive beſt in a dry ſoil. | 


Trees and plants receive great nutriment, as is inconteſtible, from 
their leaves as well as their roots: the dew of the night diffuſes on 
the leaves an humidity which they imbibe and diſtribute through the 
whole plant, the weight whereof, at ſuch times, as Dr. Hale. has obſerved, 
is conſiderably increaſed. This neceflary humidity is principally produced 
by the rivers and canals in their vicinity: exhaling from them in miſts, 
it is tranſported by the winds, and deſcends in refreſhing dews, not only 
on ſuch places as are adjacent, but on ſuch likewiſe as are at ſome miles 
diſtance: ſo that hence ariſes, from Inland Navigations, one great benefit? 
that perhaps has not been enlarged upon before. 


It is not to be diſputed, that Inland Navigations greatly benefit alfo 
the merchants who reſide at the ports where they terminate; for they 
are thereby enabled to export greater quantities of goods from thoſe parts 
which lie at a diſtance from the ſea, and to ſupply a larger tract of country 


with their imports from abroad. 


The navigation of the Rivers Aire and Calder, in Yorkſhire, clearly 
proves the great utility of Inland Navigations, in the eſtabliſhment of 
manufactures ; and it is well known, that the navigations to Mancheſter, 
and the falt-works in Cheſhire, have largely contributed to the preſent 
flouriſhing ſtate of the port of Liverpool, which will be ſtill further im 
proved when the two Grand Canals from Leeds and Hull to Liverpool 
ſhall be completed. Nor is there any donbt but that Lynn will vie with 
Liverpool, or Briſtol, in ſplendor and riches, if the Navigation which 
is the ſubject of the ſucceeding pages ſhould take place, being ſo well 
ſituated for the Baltic and coal trades. That Inland Navigations benefit 
greatly the landed Gentlemen, cannot be denied, as in many inſtances their 


Iands have been thereby improved to tenfold value. Without theſe artificial 
com- 


(x ] 
communications, corn, timber, iron, coals, ſtone, lime, &c. &c. are of 
little value to the land-owner ; whereas the cheapneſs of carriage neceſ- 
ſarily reſulting from them enables him to tranſport thoſe commodities to a 
profitable market. They encourage the diſcovery of mines and minerals, 
which without them would, when diſcovered, lie uſeleſs to the owners; 
they aid the cultiviiion of poor, barren, and waſte lands ; they contribute 
to the ſtability ana permanency of the public roads, as they prevent the 
burdening the roads ith vaſt quantities of heavy carriage: and the con- 
ſtructing of, and working upon Inland Navigations, mult of courſe be the 
means of employing vaſt numbers of poor, which claſs is greatly increaſed 
by diſbanding at this time ſo many ſeamen and ſoldiers, many of whom are 
bred manufacturers and mechanics, though now turned looſe on the public, 
without employ, or the viſible means of getting an honeſt livelihood. It 
would be policy in Government to lend aſſiſtance, if wanted, to under- 
takings of this kind, and would prevent many wretches from ſuffering, 
perhaps an ignominious death, from a life of idleneſs, who, if properly 
employed, might be once more rendered uſeful to themſelves and their 


country. 


Beſides, when theſe Navigations paſs through corn countries, near 
collieries, &c. Kc. the poor labourers are more readily furniſhed with 
food and fuel for their refreſhment and comfort, and are better able to 
work at thoſe manufactures that ſtand in need of their afliſtance : and ſurely, 
when we conſider the various diſtreſſes inſeparable from a ſtate of poverty, 
we muſt own, that too much praiſe cannot be beſtowed on thoſe benevolent 
beings who, by means of theſe Inland Navigatiens, render the lives of 
people of that claſs more comfortable and happy. 


I know of only one objection that can be made to Navigable Canals, 
{which indeed is but a poor one) that they waſte or take up too great 
a portion of land, in the counties through which they paſs : but I hope 
it will be a full and cogent anſwer to this objection, that one MILE of 


the Duke of Bridgewater's Navigation takes up only oN ACRE AND 
HALF 


a 
HALF of ground. It would be happy therefore for this country, if private 
intereſt or prejudice, ignorance or obſtinacy, were not employed to diſ- 
credit thoſe patriotic undertakings which muſt redound ſo much to the 
honour and welfare of the kingdom. But ſuch is the tax always laid 
upon attempts for the public emolument : let them be proved ever ſo 
falutary, and urged by the moſt forcible reaſons, ſome oppoſition will 
be made, flowing from the natural vanity, caprice,, or malevolence of 
mankind. | 


But ſurely it is full time, in the preſent critical circumſtances of the 
nation, when rivals in trade and manufactures are taking every advantage 
of us; when our beſt mechanics and artificers are enticed by large 
rewards to emigrate ; when the Empire is ſo deeply diſmembered by 
the defection of the Cotonies, now the Free and United States; when 
enormous taxes, and the advanced price of the neceſſaries of life, oppreſs 
our manufacturers and our poor—it is full time, I fay, that under ſuch 
circumſtances we unite as one man in promoting thoſe deſigns which will 
contribute to raiſe our drooping commerce; find employment for our ma- 
nufacturers, mechanics, artificers, and labourers; and enable us to bear 
the burden of our taxes with ſome degree of chearfulneſs and patience, 
once more lift up our dejected heads, and recover, in part at leaſt, what 
we have loſt. 
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Reverend Henry Bate Dudley, Waterhouſe, 
Chelmsford 

William Dolby, eſꝗ Walthamſtow 4 
Barker Daniell, eſq. Waltham | 
William Daffy, eſq. South Weald 

Mr. Dean, Baddow t 
William Dod, eſq. Lincoln's Inn, London 


P--- 
Earl of Eſſex, Caſhiobury Park, near Wat- | 
ford, Herts | 
Earl of Egremont, Shotgrove, near Wal- 
den 
Sir Hugh Everard, bart. Bromfield Green 
Sir James Eſdaile, knight, Upminſter 
Samuel Ennew, eſq. Colcheſter 


F | | 


T. D. Fytche, eſq. Danbury 
Mr. Frolt, bookſeller, Chelmsford, 6 books 


Mr. Franks, Witham 


G { 


Lord Grimſton, Gochambury, Herts 
Robert Gregory, eſq. Walthamſtow 
. Godfſalve, eſq. Baddow 
amber Gaſcoigne, eſq. Barking 


NE H 


Lord Howard, of Walden, Audley End 

Sir Henry Houghton, bart. M. P. Caſtle 
Heningham 

Sir John Henniker, bart. M. P. Newton 
Hall | 

Charles Hornſby, eſq. Upminſter 

Col. William Hill, Collier Row 

M. Hill, eſq. Colne, near Halſted 

Edward Hulſe, eſq. Ilford 

Robert Hazelfoot, eſq. Boreham 

Thomas Hollingſworth, eſq. ditto 

Richard Hoare, eſq. ditto 

E. Harvey, eſq. Chigwell 

General Honey wood, Marks Hall 
John Houblon, eſq. Hallingbury 

Jacob Houblon, eſq. near Hockrill 

Thomas Hills, eſq. Hutton 

ja Hirſt, eſq. South Weald 
ichard Hunt, eſq. Weſt Tilbury 

John Hadley, eſq. Weſt Bergholt 

Rev. J. Harriſon, Coptford, near Col- 
cheſter SK. . 

J. Harriot, eſq. Great Stambridge 

Rev. Mr. Howlet, Dunmow 


* ervoiſe Clarke 


Jervoiſe, bart. M. P. 
ood ford | 


en K 
John Keating, eſq. Havering 
J. Keeling, eſq. Fingringhoe 
— Keeling, eſq. Barking 


| — Kingſman, efq. Stifford 


3 


J. Luther, eſq. Myleſs, near Ongar 


r. Leapingwell, Witham 


M | 
Duke of Mancheſter, Kimbolton Caſtle, 


Huntingdonſhire 


Lord Maynard, Eaſton Lodge 


Sir William Mildmay, bart. near Chelms- 
ford 

John Mayor, eſq, Langton, near Horn- 
church 

Philip Metcalf, eſq. M. P. Weſt Ham 

J. Matthew, eſq. Woodford 

Stephen Martin, eſq. Brentwood 
——-- Mulliner, eſq. ditto 

W. Mayhew, eſq. Recorder of Colcheſter 

Mr, William Maſon, attorney, ditto 


N 


Lord Nugent, Gosfield Hall, near Halſted 
T hacker Nightingale, eſq. Roxwell 


Richard Neave, eſq. Havering 


Joſias Nottidge, __ Bocking 
Thomas Nottidge, Etq; ditto 


O 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde, eſq. Sudbury 


Green, near Harlow 


General Oglethorp, Cranham 
p 
Lord Petre, Thorndon Place 
Admiral Sir Peter Parker, bart. M. P. Baſ- 
ſingborn Hall, near Dunmow 

ohn Parſons, eſq. Pamdon 

:dward Parſons, eſq. ditto 
Robert Preſton, eſq. Woodford 


John Pardoe, eſq. M. P. Layton 
M. R. Patrick, eſq. Upminſter 


R 


Right Hon. Richard Rigby, eſq. Miſtley 


all ; 
Sir Charles Raymond, bart, Valentine Houſe, 
Ilford 


| Sir Robert Rich, bart. Stondon, near Ongar 


John Robinſon, eſq. Sion Hall, Middleſex 
John Ruſſel, eſq. Oakendon 
Sir Peter Soame, bart, Haydon 


Sir 


8 


Sir Robert Smyth, bart. M. P. Beerchurch 
Hall, Colcheſter 
Sir. William Smyth, bart. Hill Hall 
Daniel Scratton, eſq. Little Waltham 
John Strutt, eſq. M. P. Terling Place, near 
Witham 
William Selwyn, eſq. Lincoln's Inn, London 
oſeph Saville, Eſq; Bocking 
John Spence, eſq. Stifford 
harles Smith, eſq. Shalford 
T. Stonham, eſq. Baddow 
Thomas Sly, eſq. ditto 
Captain Spurrell, Barking 
Francis Smythies, eſq. Town-clerk of Col- 
cheſter 
Lord Talbot, Aldborough Hal!“ 
Sir John Tyrrell, bart. Woodford 


oe 


A 


Sir Thomas Allin, bart. Somerleyton 

——— Adair, eſq. Clixton Hall, near Bungay 
— Aon, eſq, Crowfh-1d, near Needham 

— Alſton, eſq. near Bilderſton 

Chaloner Archdeckne, eſq. M. P. Cockfield 
Alexander, eſq. near Framlingham 


Mr. D. A. Needham 


B 


Earl of Briſtol, or his ſteward, Mr. But- 
ton, Ickworth 

Lord Beauchamp, Stanhope-ſtreet, May Fair 

Sir Charles Bunbury, bart. Mildenhall 

Sir Patrick Blake, bart. Langham 

Sir John Blois, bart. Cockfield Hall 

— Brand, eſq. Polſted, near Hadley 

Barry, eſq. near Hoxne | 

Benyon, eſq. Boxford, near Hadley 

Barnidiſton, eſq. near Boterdale 

Barne Barne, eſq. M. P. Sotterley, near 
Dunwick | 

Bright, eſq. Pakenham, near Bury 

-—— Buckenham, eſq. near Stowmarket 


Peter Bathurſt, eſq. M. P. Clarendon Park, 


Saliſbury 

— Burkitt, eſq. Sudbury 

Charles Boone, eſq. M. P. Barkinghall, near 
Needham -< - | 
Edward Bacon, eſq. near Needham 

Brown, eſq. Haverill 74 
—— Blomfield, eſq. Stonham, near Stow- 


market 


Anthony Collett, eſq. Eyke 


= & = 2 DI © <5 os 


T 
——— Towers, eſq, Weald, near Brentwood 


Lewis Teſſier, eſq. Old Broad-ftreet, City 


E. Tyſon, eſq. Fælix Hall, near Witham 
Samuel Turner, eſq. Billericay 


f W | 
Earl Waldegrave, Knaveſtock, near Ongar 
Ear] of Winchelſea, Charles-ſtreet, Berkley 
Square 
Lord Waltham, New Hall, near Chelms- 


ford 
Sir George Allanſon Winn, bart. Little War- 


le 
Sir 1 Wright, bart. Wood ford 
George Walton, eſq. Billericay 
Wallinger, elq. near Rumford 
J. Wright, eſq. Hatfi-ld, near Witham 
Mr. Daniel Watkinſon, Felſted 


© 


A eſq. at Mr. Debrett's, Picca- 
dil 


Beddingfield, eſq. near Eye 
Bury Book-Society 


C 


Earl Cornwallis, Brome, near Eye 

Right Hon. Henry Seymour Conway, M. P. 
Park Place, Henly on Thames 

Hon, George Seymour Conway, M. P. Wind- 
ſor, Berks 

Hon. Robert Seymour Conway, M. P. Up- 
per Prook-ſtreet 

Hon. William Cornwallis, M. P. Cork- 
ſtreet 3 

Rev. John Cullum, bart. Hardwicke 

Sir William Chapman, bart. Loudham Park 


| C. Alexander Cricket, eſq. M. P. Smith's 


Hall, Blackmoor, Eſſex 

P. C. Creſpigny, eſq. M. P. Hintleſham 
Hall, near Ipſwich 

Campbell, eſq. Long Melford 


— Colman, eſq. near Lavenham 


— . Corrance, eſq. near Bury 
Cocxſedge, eſq. near Woolpit 
— Chevalier, eſq: near Debenham 
Crofts, eſq. near Bury 

Cullum, efq. near ditto 

Canham, eſq. near Lavenham 
Copinger, * near Woolpit 
Chaplin, eſq. Sudbury 

Rev. Mr. Cook, Seamore, near Sudbury 


— 


* 


1 


SUBSCRIBER 5. 


—— —  Cyrwin, eſq. near Bury | 
— Colinan, eſq. near Hoxon' 


Calthorp, eſq. near Ix Orth 


D 
Earl of Dyſart, Kelmingham, near Deben- | 


ham 
Sir Charles Davers, bart. M. P. Ruſhbrook | 
Sir John Swin Dyer, bart. St. James's ſtreet | 
Dickens, eſq. near Clare 
Dove, eſq. near Needham 


E 
Lord Euſton, Queen-ftreet, May Fair 


Sir J. Elwes, bart. Stoke, near Clare 
—— Edgar, eſq. Wyckham, near Haverill 
—— Ellis, eſq. near Mendleſham | 


F 
rge Fitzroy, M. P, Stanhope- 


— 


| 
4 


Hon. Geo 
ſtreet 
M. Fonnereau, -eſq. Charles-ftreet, Bloomſ- 

_ 
reere, eſq. near Boteſdale 
Fenn, eſq. Sudbury 


G 


Duke of Grafton, Euſton Lodge 
Sir Thomas Gage, bart. Coldham, near B 
Sir Thomas Gooch, bart. Banacre Hall 
Joſhua Grigby, eſq. M. P. Drinkſton 
Gordon, 2 near Sudbury 
——— Gooday, eſq. Fortſham, near Bury 
Green, eſq. Sudbury. | 
Col. Gore, Brent Ely, near Lavenham 
Golding, eſq. near Clare 
rey, eig. Copdock, near Hadley 

Mr. P. Gedge, bookſeller, Bury, 2 books 


ury 


H 
Earl of Hertford, Sudbury Hall 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, bart. near Bu: 
Sir Robert Harland, bart. Sproughton 


— Harwood, eſq. Crecting, near Stow- 
market 


Heigham, eſq. near Ixworth 
Rowland Holt, eſq. near Boteſdale 


J | 
eſq. Acton Place, near Long 


2 * as 4 


— Jennin 
Melford oh 


—— Jenny, eſq. near Debenham 
—— Jacobs, eſq. near Eye 


| «3p 


| 
4 


— Killegrew, eſq. near 


| Dudley Long, eſq. 


; a 


| 


— 


'F 


Sir Charles Kent, bart, M. P. Forkham, 
Genevele a 


e 
— Kedington, eſq. near Long Melford 


3 

M. P. Saxmundham 

J. Langſton, eſq. M. P. banker, Clement- 
lane 

Le Huep, eſq. near Bury 

Lee, eſq. near Ixworth 


M 


*% 


Sir George Mannock, bart. Gifford's Hall 


Sir Mordaunt Martin, bart. Long Melford 

Sir James Marriot, knt. Twinſted Hall 

Sir William Middleton, M. P. Crowfield 

William Mi 1dleton, Eſq; 

——-— Maddocks, eſq. near Ixworth 

Moore, eſq. Long Meltord 

——-— Moſely, eſq. near Woolpit 

——-— Maynard, eſq. Hoxne Hall, near 
Eye 


- Martin, eſq. near Diſs 
Morden, eſq. near Stowmarkct 
Meadows, eſq. near Needham 


N 


—— Naunton, eſq. near Debenham 
— North, eſq. Glenham 


P 


Sir John Plavters, bart. Stotterly 

General Phillipſon, M. P. New-ftreet, Spring 
Gardens | 

Rev. Mr. Plampin, Cherokee Hall, near 
Bury 

————— Pooly, eſq. Glemsford 

——— Prettyman, eſq. near Mendleſham 

Powis, eſq. near Hadley 


R 


Earl of Rochford, Euſton Lodge 

Sir John Rouſe, bart. M. P. Henham Hall 
Sir Walter Rawlinſon, bart, M. P. Stowland- 

toft, near Bury 

Admiral Rowley, Stoke, by Nayland 

J. Ruſſel, eſq. Ottley 8 

— Revitt, eſq. near Debenham 
| — Riſby, eſq. near Bilderſton 

— Reynolds, eſq. Felſham, near Stowmar- 
. ket | 


Sir Robert i Jew bart. Fornham, near Bury 
William Smith, eſq. M. P. Clapham, Surry 
John Sheperd, eſq. near Woodbridge - 


—— Sheperd, eſq. Thwaite, near Mendle- 
ſham 


S 


Lord Keppell, Elden Hall 


1 


Samuel 


PU SB SCRE ERHSE 
| 


Samuel Salt, eſq. M. P. Inner Temple 
—— gSandcroft, eſq. near Stradbrook 
——— Soame, eſq. 'I hurlow, near Haverill 
—— — Sayer, eſq. near Lavenham 

—— — dSpink, eſq. Bury 

T. Staunton, eſq. Sibton Park 

— dͤ!uluyard, eſq. near Woolpit 


pb 


Lord Thurlow, Aſhfield 

Hon. William Tollemache, M. P. Piccadilly 

Sir Thomas Thurrowgood, bart. Kerſey, 
near Hadley 

Framingham Thurſton, eſq. Weſton 

— Tyrril, eſq. near Saxmundham 

———— Taſbourz, eſq. near Harleſton 


— Thornhill, eſq. Debding, near Bury 


| 


V 


AN 1 
Sir Gerrard Vanneck, bart. M. P. Heving- 


ham Hall | 
Vere, eſq. near Needham 


Vernon, eſq. Thurlow nea Ha- 


W 

Walter Waring, eſq. Edwardſton Grove, 
near Lavenham 

Henry Lee Warner, eſq. Waldingfield, near 
Sudbury 

George Waddington, eſq. Bury 

John Wenyeve, eſq. Brettenham, near Bil- 
derſton 6 

Wellis, eſq. near Eye 

Waneyn, eſq. ditto 

—— Wyard, eſq. near Woodbridge 

Wood, elq. ditto 


verill 


Pe ww: xz 


A 
Earl of Albemarle, Quiddenham 
Sir Edward Aſtley, bart. M. P. Melton Con- 


ſtable 
Sir William Andrews, bart. Norton 
Chriſtogher Atkinſon, eſq. M. P. Hale 
Mr. Michael Apſey, Bury 


B 


Earl of Buckinghamſhire, Blickling 
Sir Edmund Bacon, bart. Ravingham 
Sir Thomas Beevor, bart. Stethell, near Nor- 


wich 


Sir Richard Bedingfield, bart, Oxborough, 


near Downham _ 

* Berney, bart. Kirby Bendon, near 

or wich e 

Sir Lambert Blackwell, bart. Sprowſton Hall, 
near Norwich : 

Edward Bacon, eſq. Eaſtham, near Norwich 

Henry Beaufoy, eſq. M. P. Great George- 
ſtreet | ; 

—— —- Buxton, eſq. near Eaſt Harling 

Brown, eſq. near Eaft Dereham 


William Barker, eſq. ditto 2 books 
C 


Lord Clermont, Clermont Lodge, Creſſing- 


ham 
Sir William Caſtleton, bart. Hingham 


William Caſtleton, eſq. Hingham 
T. W. Coke, eſq. Holkham 
L Crofts, eſq-. 


i 


Churchman, eſq. near Thetford 
_ John Croute, bookieller, Norwich, 6 
oO 3 


D 


Sir Thomas Durrant, bart. Skottow, near 
Norwich 


| Brampſton, Guyton, Dillington, eſq. Letton 


Drape, eiq. near Eaſt Harling 
F. 


Sir Andrew Fountain, bart. near Swaffham 
Sir Martin Folkes, bart, Hillington Hall 

Sir M. Featherſtonhaugh, bart. Eaſt Harling 
Friſton, eſq. near Harlſton | 


* 
Glover, eſq. Lytcham, near Swaff- 


ham 
—— De Grey, eſq. near Watton 
Rev. Mr. Green, Hardingham 5 


Col. Knipe Gobbet, Tacolneſtone 


H 
Sir Harbord Harbord, bart. M. P. Gunton * 


Sir William Jerningham, bart. Coſſey Hall 
Sir John Jarvis, K. B. M. P. Berkley-ſquare 
Richard Jackſon, eſq. M. P. Weſenham Hall 
George Jennings, eſq. M. P. Newſells, Herts 


Sir 


Hare, eſq. Docking, near Snetiſham 


- 


* 


7 


* 


5 SUBSCRIBER Ss. 


K % k 
Sir William Kemp, bart. Norwich 
i «2 Wa” L 


Emil of Leiceſter, Portland Place | 
Sir John Lambe, bart. Great Melton, near 
Norwich 
M 


Sir Henry Mackworth, bart. Lynn 

Criſp Molyneaux, eſq. M. P. Garboldiſham 
Muſton, eſq. near Watton 
Robert Mackreth, eſq. M. P. Caſtle Riſing 


2 N 
Duke of Norfolk, St. James's Square 


3 0 
Earl of Orford, Houghton 


P 


Sir Beauchamp Proctor, bart. Langley Park 
Rev. Mr. Prieſt, Under-Maſter of the 
grammar School, Bury St. Edmund's 

' ; R | 4 i 
Earl of Roſeberry, Bixley 


Alexander Robinſon, eſq. Aylſham 


Ryley, eſq. near Eaſt Harling 


| 

1 

| 

| ' 

[ wich 

| 

ö 

| 


| 


4 


bee? FRE n 

Earl of Surry, New-ſtreet, Spring Gardens 

| * Sydney, Frognal, near Foots Cray, 
Kent | | 

Walter Sneyd, eſq. M. P. 

Robert Sharrock, eſq. Gately, near Foul- 
ſham 1 n | 

Edward Stracy, eſq. Rackheath, near Nor- 


James Smyth, eſq. Weſt Bradenham, 2 books 


s % 


Right Hon. Lord Townſhend, Raynham 


| Right Hon. Charles Townſhend, Honingham 
Sir John Turner, bart. Wareham 
| 


Framingham Thruſton, Eſq; Weſton” 
| W. 
Lord Walſingham, Merton, near Thetford 


Lord Walpole, Wolterton 


ay Hon. William Wyndham, M. P. Fel- 
ridge 
Hon. Richard Walpole, Spring Gardens 
Thomas Walpole, Lincoln's Inn Fields 
| Horace Walpole, M. P. Wolterton 

Sir John Wodehouſe, bart. M. P, Kimberly 
Sir Thomas Walpole, bart, | 
Pinkney Wilkinſon, eſq. M. P. Burnha 


Wright, eſq. near Eaſt Harling 
Woodley, eſq. Y, 
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WI IT N 
A PLAN for extending the Navigation from BISHOP-STORTFORD 
| to CAMBRIDGE. | 


Tu great degree of eſtimation in which I have always held the commercial 
Intereſts of my country, is, I hope, ſufficient ground to juſtify me in addreſſing 
the Nobility, Gentry, Landholders, Farmers, and Manufacturers of the interior 
parts of the Counties of Eſſex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, in this public manner, 
and eſpecially upon a ſubject in which we all ſtand immediately intereſted. 
There is a predominant principle in human nature, which has been little attended 


to by philoſophers, but into which, nevertheleſs, many of our paſſions may / 
Fikvur refietnant be whine ; the: Ponca. 1 mean is DOR. ah oy 3 3 
There is a rational, as well as a ridiculous RAD and this principle ds eicher - 1 pe BE 
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prevails. In weak minds it is the ſource of levity and inconſtancy, and an inlet 


to every mode of diſſipation: but in noble minds it is the parent of induſtry, 
and the aſſiſtant to every uſeful ſpecies of knowledge. It is obſervable further, 
that the power of this principle increaſes in proportion to the difficulty of 
gratifying it, and the diſtance of the object it purſues. For inſtance, too many 
of our countrymen, under the miſtaken notion of travelling, fly, as it were, 


from place to place, from London to Paris, and from Paris to Italy, to view the 


broken columns of a Roman Temple or Circus, and paſs, without notice, the 
nobleſt piece of ruins in their own country ; and ſome, perhaps, would languiſh 


to behold the devaſtation of ancient Greece, the pyramids of Egypt, or the 


deſerts of Lybia, who would be regardleſs of the awful and noble ſcenes in 
Wales and Derbyſhire, 


J have been led into this train of reflexion by a tour, partly on buſineſs, and 
partly on pleaſure, into Cheſhire and Lancaſhire, whilſt the Duke of Bridgwater's 
magnificent work was carrying on, for ſupplying Mancheſter, and the neighbour- 
ing country, with. coals from a large mountain abounding with that commodity, 
at à place called Worſley-Mill ; a mine which had lain dormant in the bowels of 
the earth, from time immemorial, without the leaſt profit to the noble owner, 
on account of the price of land-carriage, which was ſo exceſſive, that they could 
not be ſold at a reafonable price, Having been mylelf brought up in the 
building and ſurveying branches, I viewed the wonderous undertaking with 
aſtoniſhment and delight, and was particularly ſtruck with the manner in which 
it was begun and carried on by the Noble Duke at ſuch an immenſe expence; 
and that at the early period of life, when a taſte for diſſipation among our 
young Nobility too generally prevails. - It would be unpardonable to with-hold 
the praiſe ſo juitly due to the penetration of the Noble Perſonage who called 
forth the hidden talents of a Brindley, (talents, which, but for his Grace, would 
have been fatally loſt to his country); and to his perfeverance in hazarding ſo great 
a fortune, in purſuing an undertaking worthy the purſuit and ſpirit of a Prince, 
By their patronage, united labour, and abilities, have theſe great national ob- 
jects, ſo uſeful to ſociety, and ſo valuable to their country, been accompliſhed. 

4 | , = 


When the influence of exalted rank, and the power of large poſſeſſions, are thus 
nobly and uſefully exerted, they confer additional luſtre on the poſſeſſors. Such 
laudable application of the gifts of fortune is ſo rare, that it ought not to paſs 
unnoticed; and it is to be hoped, that the Noblemen, and other Land- owners 


of 
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of the interior parts of the counties of Eſſex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, will 
follow the great example of his Grace, by opening a communication from the 
port of Eynn, and the city of Norwich, to London, through the centre of thoſe 
three counties, in which vaſt quantities of corn are grown, and whence it is at 
preſent carried to the ſea-ports for the London markets at an immenſe expence cf 
land-carriage ; by which mode of conveyance coals, &c. are brought back at 
ſuch an enormous price, as entirely to preclude the labourer, artificer, and 
mechanic, from the benefit of that and other articles. I will therefore en- 
deavöur, by pointing out to the Noblemen, Gentlemen, Land- owners, and 
Manufacturers of thoſe counties, what has been done in the neighbouring ones, 
to awaken them to a ſenſe of the advantages and riches which they may obtain, 
by doubling, and even trebling the value of their lands; and, drawing ſimilar 
concluſions from ſimilar circumſtances, will try to demonſtrate the practicability 
of what I propoſe. By the facts which I ſhall inſtance, to illuſtrate my ſubject, 
and ſupport my pretenſions, I ſhall attempt a true ſketch of inland Navigation, 
in. order to fhew to what very. uſeful purpoſes it may be made fubſervient in mp. 
own native county, as well as in the two counties adjacent: an object J have 


had in contemplation for ſome years. 


In doing this, it will be neceſſa:y to revert to the great Navigations propoſed” 
by Lord Gower, Lord Anſon, &c. &c. commonly called the Staffordſhire Cazal, 
which opens a communication between the ports of Liverpool and Hull, by he 
River Trent; and alſo that which was projected and carried. on by the Land— 
owners, Merchants, and Manufacturers of Leeds and Liverpool, and which, by 
the rivers Aire and Ribble, forms the communication between the port of 
Liverpool, and the town of Leeds in Yorkſhire ; which Canals are each above 
a hundred miles in length. As I have-obſerved the progreſs of thoſe Canals. 
with a ſcrupulous attention, eſpecially that of Staffordſhire, with its branches, 
extending to Birmingham, &c. &c. and have gained further knowledge of the 
fubje& from a celebrated performance, in which it is judiciouſly treated ; T. 
intended, the firſt opportunity, to ſuggeſt and recommend this mode of Navi- 
gation in the Eaſtern part of the kingdom, practicable there, it is preſumed, 
with as much ſucceſs as in the North and Weſtern parts. From the experiments 
already made, there is the greateſt probability that ſuch a project may be carried 
effectually into execution; and it is clear, that when completed, it will be the 
means of introducing into a great number of trading and manufacturing towns, 


and a moſt capital manufacturing city (Norwich), a more ealy, cheap, and 
. | expe- 


4 A PLAN rn A 
expeditious conveyance of their goods, produce, and manufa@tures, than can 
t * -otherwiſe be obtained. 


New ſchemes and - propoſals have, from the novelty of the thing, or the 
local or particular. intereſts of private perſons, frequently met with difficulties 
and obſtructions; but it 1s unneceſſary to enumerate the great advantages that 
have accrued to the trade and commerce of this kingdom, from the attention 
and encouragement the Legiſlature hath for many years paſt to every 
attempt n public utility was the object. 


'T ſhall beg leave to take notice, that the expence of water- carriage by the 
tivers Weaver and Irwell, from Mancheſter and Stockport to Liverpool, amounts 
to twelve ſhillings a ton, with numberleſs difficulties and delays attending it; 
and the ſame ſorts of goods are now conveyed, by means of the Duke's new 
Navigation, for ſix ſhillings per ton, in as ſhort a time, and with as great 
certainty of delivery, as by land-carriage ; which land-carriage -expence is near 
forty ſhillings per ton, being thirty-eight miles. Some thouſands of tons 
have been ſo carried by land-carriage every year, before the Duke's Navigation 
was made: conſequently there remains a faving to the public of more than five 
fixths; and the expence of that branch of the Canal, which carries the coals to 
Mancheſter (delivered at 3dz. per cwt. of ſeven ſcore) is ten miles; which 
includes that ſtupendous work of carrying the Canal over the river Irwell, near 
Barton. Bridge, and filling that great chaſm by an aqueduct, near three hundred 
yards in length, to maintain the level. The other parts, or branch, from 
Langford- bridge, over the river Weaver to Stockport in Cheſhire, is about 

nine miles, which is computed, on an average, to be executed at the expence 
of a thouſand guineas a mile, being together nineteen miles; which is conſe- 
quently near twenty thouſand pounds: and I am well informed it produces 
twelve thouſand pounds a year. I muſt particularly mention the noble aqueduct 
which: carries this Navigation over the river Irwell, near Barton-bridge, (a Plan 
of which is annexed) where, with a mixture of wonder and pleaſure, you may 
view the Duke's. barges, drawn by two horſes, thirty-eight feet high, above and 
croſſing the river Irwell; and at the ſame time, the barges of the River Navi- 
gation coming under the great arch (ſixty-three feet wide) of this aqueduct, 
with their maſts and ſails up, drawn by ſeven or eight men, againſt the ſtream, 
very ſlowly towards Mancheſter. On the public roads which go under this aque- 
duct, or navigation, horſes and carriages paſs with wonderful eaſe and ſafety, 
| and 
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and where it is too low for a carriage to go under, the road is lowered with a 
gentle deſcent, and aſcends on the other ſide. The canal then forms a bridge 
over the road: and at other places, where the ground is high, a road- 
bridge 1s built over the canal. I would not wiſh to be prolix, but could not 
with any propriety leave this ſubje& without mentioning a few of thoſe lead- 


ing particulars, which prove the great depth of the Duke's underſtanding, and 
the well-placed confidence he had in Mr. Brindley, who will be admired by 


ſucceeding generations. And here alſo it muſt be obſerved, that the Duke 


had no facts performed, no demonſtrations to revert to, nor any copy to follow, 
to ſet himſelf right; but, convinced by his own capability, and his truſty Brind- 
ley's imagination, he conſented to become the original, and ſet an illuſtrious 
example for others to follow. Mr. Brindley I mention once more, who was his 
Grace's principal engineer, and one of thoſe great geniuſes which nature ſome- 
times rears by her own force, and brings to maturity without the neceſſity of 
cultivation : his whole plan was admirable, and ſo well concerted, that he was 
never at a loſs; for if any difficulty aroſe, he removed it with a facility that 
appeared like inſpiration, and that without vanity or pomp; for being 
without education, he too well knew his inferiority in that point; and having 
no ſiniſter ends to gratify, no contracted notions, nor jealouſy of rivals, he 
concealed not his methods of proceeding, nor aſked patents to ſecure the ſole 
uſe of the machines which he invented and expoſed to public view. 


The Corporation of Liverpool, ever attentive to its trade and commerce, 
employed two gentlemen to ſurvey the country and take levels, ſo long ago 
as the year 1755, to join the Trent to the Weaver, and to open a commu- 
nication between thoſe great ſea-ports, Liverpool and Hull, through Not- 
tinghamſhire, Derbyſhire, Staffordſhire, and Cheſhire ; and after an accurate ſur- 
vey it was proved to be practicable. In 1758, Earl Gower and the late Lord 
Anſon cauſed another ſurvey to be made, by the celebrated Mr. Brindley and 
another perſon, of the intended courſe of the canal; and thoſe ſurveyors con- 
curred in opinion, that no tract of land in the kingdom was better adapted for 
the purpoſe of an inland navigation, that none ſtood in more need of it, or 
was ſo convenient for an union of the eaſt and weſt ſeas. The whole length is 
one hundred and one mile, and the calculation of the expence is one hundred 
and one thouſand pounds. One'part of the canal goes through a great hill (or 
rather mountain) called Harecaſtle, (ſee the Plan annexed,) a full mile in length, 
and will coſt ten thouſand pounds cutting through : yet thoſe difficulties did 
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not prevent the Noble Peers above mentioned from purſuing this great public 
work for the improvement of their eſtates, and aſſiſting manufactures; for in 


December, 1765, they called a meeting of all the members of parliament for 


the counties through which it was to paſs, and alſo the-land-owners, merchants, 


and principal tradeſmen. of Liverpool, Birmingham, and other great trading 


towns; when it was unanimouſly reſolved to apply to parliament for leave to 
bring in a bill for making a navigable canal from Wilden Ferry in the county 


of Derby, through Staffordſhire, to the. river Merſey in. Cheſhire, near. 


Liverpool. 


Lord Gower opened the meeting: he expreſſed his ſatisfaction in ſeeing fuck 


* 


a number of gentlemen met together upon ſo great a deſign; that he looked 
upon it as of the utmoſt conſequence to the manufactures of that and the ad- 


jacent counties, and to the kingdom in general; and that, ever ſince he had 
heard of the ſcheme, it had been his determination to ſupport it with all his in- 


tereſt, both provincial and political; for he was ſatisfied that the landed and 


trading intereſts were ſo far from being incompatible, that they were the mutual 


ſupport of each other: and therefore his Lordſhip hoped, that every gentleman 
preſent would concur with him in endeavouring to carry ſo noble and ſo uſeful 


a deſign into execution. Mr. Brindley was then examined, and the heads of the 


plan were alſo produced and agreed to. with very little alteration, A ſube 
ſcription was opened, and the money ſubſcribed immediately to obtain the act 
of parliament : books were opened for ſubſcription at the different towns near 


which the canal was to paſs, and the ſubſcription was full in fourteen days. 


I muſt_.now beg your patience, while I mention a few particulars reſpecting the 


navigation from Leeds to Liverpool, through the counties of York and Lan- 


caſter ; and hope it will not be deemed. impertinent that I make. ſome obſerva, 
tions on this ſubject, as on the laſt navigation, in order to. enforce, by precedent : 


and example, the opportunity and, neceſſity of a navigation from Lynn and Nor- 
wich to London; for, as Mr. Brindley. obſerved of the Staffordſhire canal, no 


tract of land in the kingdom is better adapted for the purpoſe ; none ſtands more 


in need of it. 


, 


4 we 
A navigation between the rivers Aire and Ribble was many years ago.deemed 
a practicable and deſirable work, by ſeveral gentlemen of ſpeculation and public 
ſpirit; and ſome. endeavours. were uſed by them, at ſeveral periods (though 
1 without 
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without effect) to draw the public attention towards it. The ſucceſs of the 
Duke of Bridgwater's navigable canal, from Worſly Mill to Mancheſter;which 
was ſoon after executed with amazing ability and ſucceſs, determined the noble- 
men, land- owners, merchants, and manufacturers of the towns, in the counties 
of York and Lancaſter, lying near the intended canal, to meet at Bradford and 
at Liverpool, in December, 1768, to examine into the practicability and ex- 
pence; which was found to be of the greateſt ſervice to the country if carried 
into execution: and it was unanimoully reſolved to call in Mr. Brindley 
to re-ſurvey it. Mr. Brindley, after ſurveying, by himſelf and his agent, the 


whole line as laid down by former ſurveys, reported to two numerous meetings 


of gentlemen, merchants, manufacturers, &c. &c, that it was very practicable, 


and might. be executed at an expence which he produced in a particular detail 
ofall the works; which being too. long to inſert here, I ſhall content myſelf with 


mentioning the heads. 


The full expence of making the propoſed canal from Leeds to Liverpool, being 
one hundred and eight miles and three quarters long, upon a plan of forty-two 


feet wide at top, and five feet deep, ,259,777 /.. the intereſt of which, at 5 per 


cent. will amount to near 13,000/. and the expences of keeping it in repair, 
falaries to officers, loſſes and other accidents, to 4000 J. a year more; which toge- 


** 


ther make the ſum of 17, ooo J. per annum. 


Elis calculations of tonnage, &c. on the canal, to pay the above expence, are 


— 


as follow: 


Limeſtone, lime, ſlate, flagſtone, bricks, and freeſtone, at a halfpenny 
a ton per mile, will produce — | 
Coals, at a penny a ton per mile - — 
Lead, iron, deals, timber, hemp, flax, Hambro' and Iriſh yarn, wool, 
woollen, linen, and cutlery goods of all kinds, groceries, dying 
wares, mahogany, ſalt, ſtone and pottery wares, wine, corn, butter, 
cheeſe, ſpiritous liquors, allum, &c. & c. will amount, at three- 
half - pence a ton per mile, to — — $8000 


—— 


— 


Making together, per annum, — £. 20,000 


which produces a balance of only 3000 J. a year, conſequently will be. above 


86 years paying off the principal. 
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Theſe being the calculations upon which that undertaking was founded, it is 
to be conſidered, whether the advantages which may probably ariſe from this 
canal will equal the expence of making it: which may be reduced to theſe 
two heads. | | | 
1ſt. As accruing to the particular county through which the canal paſſes, 
2d. As accruing to the whole kingdom in general. 


And firſt, the advantages which will accrue to the particular country, are, 
1. It will make the mutual exchange of the native productions and commo- 
dities of one part, for thoſe of another part, eaſy, expeditious, and cheap. 
2. It will greatly advance the trades and manufactures carried on in that country. 
3. It will improve the lands, and increaſe the population of that country. 
4. It will fave an enormous expence of land carriage. 


Iwill not dwell longer on the above, as the anſwers and demonſtrations I ſhall 
make uſe of hereafter, when I come to addreſs the nobility, land-owners, mer- 
chants and manufacturers of the interior parts of the three counties, from Lynn 
and Norwich, to London, where the propoſed canal (which is the ſubje& of this 
Treatiſe) is to pals, will more fully appear. 


It muſt alſo be obſerved, that when the other parts of this great deſign, now exe - 
cuting, (ſome being already executed) from Leeds and Hull, to Liverpool and 
Birmingham, Banbury, Coventry, Oxford, to therivers Trent, Thames, Severn, and 
Avon, and many other branches, to Litchfield, Newcaſtle, Tamworth, &c. &c. 
are entirely completed, the principal ports and manufacturing towns of the king- 
dom will have a reciprocal inland communication by water; and if the coaſting 
trade ſhould be proved, by a more able pen than mine, to be diminiſhed, (the con- 
trary of which Lhope I ſhall hereafter prove, to the ſatisfaction of all parties;) the 
export trade will not only be inconceivably enlarged, but the internal national 

-commerce be carried on with much more eaſe and diſpatch, leſs expoſed to expen- 

five and hazardous delays, and perfectly ſecure in time of war from the depredations 
of enemy's ſhips of war and privateers; as alſo from ſtorms, adverſe winds, &c. &c. 
which this propoſed navigation would remedy, if carried into execution: for all 
the produce of thoſe counties, being brought to Hull by the Staffordſhire canal, 
could be eaſily tranſported to Lynn, at a ſmall expence, and no hazard, even in 

time of war, by ſmall ſloops or other veſſels, and carried immediately to 
Norwich, and all the intermediate towns to London, without the long, dange- 
tous, and uncertain coaſting navigation: and London could never be in want 
of 
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of that very uſeful commodity, coals, which it would be impoſſible for the moſt 
powerful combination to monopoliſe. Some thouſands of chaldrons the capital 
may be ſupplied with, by the means of this propoſed navigation, in a very ſhort 
time, as well as the interior towns through which it is intended to paſs. 

My firſt intention went no farther than to carry the propoſed navigation 
through my native county, Eſſex, up to Sturmeer, near Haverill ; which I de- 
ſigned to be the head of the canal, and which, as it lies on the confines of Eſſex, 
Suffolk, and Cambridgſhire, would bring all the produce of corn, malt, flour, 
butter, and manufactures of at leaſt ten or fifteen miles from the head of the na- 
vigation; but on conſidering the maps of Suffolk and Norfolk, and obſerving 
how well that capital town and ſea-port, Lynn, - lay for the Baltic trade; as alſo 
how near the port of Hull, where all the produce of the Staffordſhire navigation 
was brought for carriage to London, and for exportation, I was ſtruck with the 
great advantages and uſefulneſs of my propoſed navigation, if extended to 


Lynn, with a branch to that capital city of trade and manufactures, Norwich. 
The next thing was to take a view of the intermediate counties, to ſee if it was 


poſſible to accompliſh ſuch a deſign. Accordingly, in the years 1779 and 1780, 
I traverſed the three counties, making my obſervations and remarks as I went 
on. It could not be ſuppoſed I could take the neceſſary levels, which would 
be a work of time, and need aſſiſtants, and more expence than could be expected 
from an individual, actuated by curioſity. My only idea was to explore the 
county, and ſee if it was practicable; and if ſo, to make a near eſtimate of the ex- 
pence ; and then conclude, if that expence would be equal to the advantagts that 
would accrue from the propoſed navigation, by conveying the produce of thoſe 
immenſe corn and manufacturing counties to the metropolis. And I do not 
doubt, if I can prove (which I flatter myſelf I ſhall) the amazing general utility 
of the plan, that a ſubſcription, by the land-owners, merchants and manufactu- 
rers, will be opened to defray the expence of a general ſurvey; or that, in imita- 
tion of Liverpool, the corporations of Norwich and Lynn, convinced of the 
trade 'and riches which will accumulate to that city and town 1n particular, as 
alſo to the intermediate country, will not heſitate one moment to have it ſurveyed 


at their expence. 


In inveſtigating this buſineſs, many gentlemen, land- owners, merchants, farmers, 
and manufacturers, in the counties of Eſſex, Suffolk, and Norfolk, who never 


ſaw, nor perhaps heard of the Duke of Bridgewater's, and other inland naviga- 
D tions, 


— 


2 


10 / 

tions, would pronounce it impoſſible; or at leaſt, if poſſible, that the profits 
would never anſwer to pay the expences : for which reaſon, to convince my 
Readers who may be entirely unacquainted with thoſe facts, it will be neceſſary 
to take a ſhort view of thoſe navigations, with the expence attending them; 
in order to ſhow, that not only the money was very readily ſubſcribed, but with 
ſuch difficulties, to be ſurmounted at an immenſe expence, as do not occur in 
any part of the three counties from Lynn and Norwich to London, where this 
propoſed Navigation is to paſs. For inſtance, the expence of only one ſingle 
mile, (at Harecaſtle) on the Staffordſhire Canal, coſt as much cutting as would 
one fourth of the cutting through the whole county of Suffolk, and near as 
much as twenty miles at one part in the county of Effex. 


T allo beg leave to obferve, that at the meeting of the noblemen, land- owners, 
merchants, and manufacturers at Banbury, on account of the Coventry Canal, 
the ſum propoſed as wanting to complete that navigation was 50,0007. which 
ſum was inſtantly ſubſcribed by the company then preſent ; and a conſiderable 
ſum more than was wanting, was offered; fo eaſily, on being made acquainted 
with the plan, were the gentlemen convinced of the uſefulneſs of the undertaking. 


Suffer me, Gentlemen, after the above explanations, (which J hope will not 
be deemed impertinent) to proceed to the grand object of this addreſs, the pro- 
poſed navigation from Lynn and Norwich to London, through the interior parts 
of the counties of Eſſex, Suffolk, and Norfolk. And here, in the firſt place, ? 
muſt beg your indulgence to any little inaccuracies which may appear in this my 
firſt compoſition for public inſpection. You are not to expect the elegant lan- 
guage of a Cicero, or an Addiſon, or of a perſon who makes writing his ſole em- 
ploy for ſubſiſtence ; but the plain unadorned letter of truth, and fats by which 
J hope to lead to conviction every reaſonable, intelligent Reader; having in 


view the good of the public, and that of my country in general, whether it do, 
or do not prove ſucceſsful. I mean to rely on that public for ſupport and pro- 
tection, being determined to anſwer no critic, if ſuch ſhould offer; but to hold 
myſelf ready at all times, as far as my poor abilities will carry me, to anſwer 


every objection that can be made with reſpect to the advantages, utility, and 
abſolute neceſſity of the propoſed navigation, extending from the diſtant parts 
of thoſe fine corn countries, and manufacturing cities and towns, to the capital, 
by a cheap, ſafe, and eaſy inland navigation. . | 3 
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1ſt. It will be neceſſary, in the firſt place, to lay down the line of the propoſed 
navigation, and ſhow nearly the courſe it will take, the towns and vil- 
lages which will immediately be benefited 'by i it, and the diſtance they will 

be from it. : 

2d. To point out the advantages, and enumerate the chief ſources of employ- 
ment for this propoſed navigation ; as alſo the natural productions cultivated, 
commodities, manufactures, and general commerce, with their general con- 
ſumption in return. 

Id. The faving of an immenſe land- carriage, and how much the price of land- 
carriage is likely to be diminiſhed; and what goods, as to quantity and quality, 
will probably be conveyed by this propoſed navigation, which are now at_a 
very heavy expence carried by land; alſo an eſtimate of the number of acres 
of land, now occupied to grow horſe- corn only, which land may be uſed for 
more advantageous purpoſes, 

4th. A rough eſtimate of: near the expence, (for I cannot call it accurate, 
the levels not being taken, nor the exact length known,) as alſo the pro- 
poſed tonnage, with the profits that it is ſuppoſed will accrue from this pro- 


pofed inland navigation: : 


To begin then from the capital (London): I propoſe to go out of the 
river Thames, about Poplar or Limehouſe, below the new cut lately made 
from the river Lea by that Company“; and proceed near Bromley Mills, acroſs 
the river Lea to Weſt-Ham, and come into the great Eſſex road near the fours 
mile ſtone, and along the Foreſt ſide of the great road acroſs the river Roden, 
a mile above Ilford Bridge; and continue almoſt ſtrait along the Foreſt by 
Abury Hatch, Hainault Lodge, near Havering Bower, over Horſe Green, by 
Stapleford, into - the river Roden near Boys Hall; and proceed up that river 
about four miles to within one mile of Ongar ; then to depart from the river 
Roden near Standon Mill, along part of Parſlow-wood Common, Blackmore, 
and near Writtle Park, by the town of Writtle, and into the river Chelmer, 
juſt above Chelmsford town, and up the Chelmer to near Leigh's Park; then to 
proceed out of the river Chelmer, nearly parallel with the high road to Braintree, 
at about a mile diſtant on the left, and into the river Blackwater at the town 
of Braintree, and along the Blackwater river, up to near its ſource, to Great 


Samford, going through part of che towns of Braintree, Bocking, Shalford, 
Wethersfield, 


» * 


® See, below, a particular ſtatement of the calculation, and another propoſal, 
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Wethersfield, Great Bradfield. Little Bradfield, and Little Samford, to Great "TY | 
ford; and thence out of the Blackwater through Hempſtead and Steeple, 
Bumſtead to Burbrook, and near Baythorn End into Sturmeer, which is intended 
as the head of this navigation: being a courſe of about ſixty-ſix miles in the 
counties of Eſſex and Middleſex ; forty-three miles to new-cut, and twenty-three 
miles to deepen and widen the rivers the canal falls into. To proceed next into 
the county of Suffolk: from Sturmeer, the head of the river Stour, it is propoſed 
to go down that river, by Stoke, Clare, Cavendiſh, to Foxhead, to deepen and 
widen, being about ten miles, (and within two miles of the great manufacturing 
town of Sudbury;) then to new- cut from Foxhead, at or near the following 
towns and villages; by Stanſted, Shimpton, Cockfield, Felſham, Godding, 
Rattleſden, Harleſton, Newton, Cotton, Thwait, Stoak Aſh, Little Thornham, 
Yaxley, Sturton, to the riſe or head of the rivers Ouſe and Waveny, within one 
mile of Diſs: being a courſe of thirty-one miles through the county, from the 
river Stour, at Foxhead, or thereabouts, to new-cut, and ten miles to widen 


and deepen, 


I next proceed to the county of Norfolk, from the head of the rivers Ouſe and 
Waveny, through the edge of the town of Diſs, to Ferfield, and through the 
Meer between Banham and Wilby, up to the border of the market-town of 
_ Attleborough, by Rockland, Great and Little Ellingham, Scoulton, and between 
the market · town of Watton and the village of Corbrook, through the end of the 
Meer, by Ovington, between Houghton on the Hill, and Holme Hall, by Nec- 
ton and Swaffham, Narford, Narborough, Pentney Abbey, Weſt Bilney, Aſh- 
Wicken, near Middleton Tower, into the head of the Brook, by Hardwick, which 
falls into the river a little way above the town of Lynn. The branch from 
the main canal, to the city of Norwich; I propoſe to carry from near Hingham, 
and go between that town and the village of Deepham, and along the river Yare, 
by Hackford, Crownthorp, Carlton, Barford, Marlingford, Baughburgh, and a 
cut of about three miles by Higham into the river, about two miles above the 
city of Norwich, The expence is but trifling, compared to the utility; and the 
difference to the city will be very conſiderable. This branch, from near Hing- 
ham to the city of Norwich, will be about fourteen miles, and from Diſs to 
Lynn, forty-five miles; conſequently, i in the county of Norfolk, to new-cut, will 
be fifty- nine miles. 
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Having gone through the line of the propoſed Canal, the next part of my plan 
is, to ſhow how far diſtant the different market- towns are from this intended 
Canal ; which will cloſe my firſt inquiry, and ſhow of itſelf how they can be be- 
nefited by it, And firſt, to begin from London : Romford, three miles; Ep- 
ping, ſeven miles; Ongar, one mile; Hatfield Broad-Oak, eleven miles ; Brent- 
wood, fix miles; Billericay, twelve miles; Ingateſtone, five miles; Chelmsford, 
through the edge of the town; Maldon, ten miles; Witham, eight miles; Col- 
cheſter, twenty-two miles; Coggeſhall, ſix miles; Braintree, threugh part of the 
town; Bocking, through the . af Dunmow, ſix miles; Halſted, ſix miles; Caſtle- 
Henningham, ſix miles; Bradfield, through the town; Thaxted, four miles; 
Saffron Waldon, eight miles; Haverill, almoſt two miles: being nineteen mar— 
ket, and all great manufacturing towns in Eſſex; beſides a vaſt number of large 
manufacturing villages, equal, and many of them ſuperior to many borough- 
towns in the Weſt of England. The towns of Maldon and Colcheſter, being 
ſea-ports, and only mentioned to ſhew their diſtance, are not counted in the 
number, as being ſo particularly to be benefited by this propoſed navigation 
as the inland towns. Linton, a large market-town in Cambridgſhire, is diſtant 


:nine miles; and New-market, twelve miles. 


In the county of Suffolk, I begin with Clare, through the edge of the town: 
Sudbury, two miles ; Lavenham, near the town; Bilderſton, near the town; Bury, 
ſix miles; Hadleigh, four miles; Stow-market, near the town ; Needham, four 
miles ; Woolpit, four miles; Debenham, five miles ; Eye, near the town ; Fram- 
lingham, ſeven miles; Botteſdale, five miles; Ixworth, eleven miles; Brandon, 
thirteen miles ; Bungay, nine miles ; Mendleſham, near the town: being ſeventeen 
market-towns, and in the vicinity of a number of villages, chiefly employed in 
the woollen manufacture. | K 


— 


l! proceed next to the county of Norfolk: and here I muſt begin with the mar- 
ket-town of Diſs, where it is propoſed to go through the edge of the town; 
Thetford, nine miles; Harleſton, ſeven miles; Harling, four miles; New Buck- 
ingham, two miles; Attleborough, very near the town; Hingham, very near the 
town; Watron, near the town; Market-Dereham, ſeven miles; Swaffham, 
through the edge of the town; Fakenham, eleven miles; Downham, twelve miles ; 
Methwold, thirteen miles; Seeching, four miles; and into the river at the upper 
end of the town of Lynn: being fifteen market-towns, chiefly in the linen, 
woollen, ſerge, ſay, crape, ſilk, and bombazine manufactures, and wooden ware 
E 9 equal 


—— 
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equal to that of Tunbridge ; and the town of Swaffham may, by proper encou- 


ragement, become as popular in the hard-ware manufacture, as either Sheffield 
or Birmingham, being now very famous for the fabrication of ſpurs. The 


branch out of the propoſed Canal to Norwich, begins at or very near the 
town of Hingham; Wyndham, one mile and a half: it falls into the river about 
two miles above the city of Norwich, and conſequently takes in and improves 
the market- towns of Foulſham, Repeham, Cauſton, Aylſham, North Walſham 
and Worſted, each at about the diſtance of from nine to twelve miles: being 
ſeven market. and manufacturing towns, equal in trade and manufactures to moſt 
towns in England ; and in.the whole, twenty-two market-towns in the county of 
Norfolk, beſides Norwich, the ſecond city for trade and manufacture in the Bri- 
tiſh empire; with the country around, for ten miles each ſide. - This intended 
Canal will interſe& a country not only full of populous villages of the above- 
mentioned manufacturers, but rich and plentiful in corn, butter, malt, flour, hops, 


oak - timber, &c. &c. &c. which may, by means of the propoſed navigation, be 


carried to a market, by a cheap and ready conveyance, at leſs than one twelfth of 


the expence for one fourth of the diſtance by land- carriage: and with reſpect to 


carriage to the ſea- ports, the length of land- carriage, badneſs of roads, loading 
and · unloading four or five times, the uncertainty of wind and weather coaſt- 
ways, and conſequently uncertainty in point of time at the London market, 
render that mode of conveyance irregular, tedious, and expenſive; while this, by 
the Canal propoſed, will be certain, expeditious, and cheap. 


I proceed now to the ſecond propoſition, which is to point out, and ſhow the 
advantages and productions of art and nature in the vicinity of this propoſed 
navigation: in doing which, I ſhall begin with the natural production which 


theſe three counties are moſt famous for, viz. corn; and afterwards proceed to 


the manufactures. The growth and exportation of this invaluable and important 
article, corn, will be greatly inereaſed throughout the three counties, by this 
propoſed inland navigation; eſpecially as the line intended to be cut will go 
through the very centre of all the. three, where are the worſt roads in the king- 
dom, and a very long land- carriage to the neareſt ſea-port, togotoa market: 
which is ſo expenſive, that it eats up the farmer's little profit, and deters him 
from improving his ſoil to the beſt advantage, by introducing the breeding of 


horſes and cattle, which, however uſeful, is not of the importance of corn. The 


intended inland navigation being at ſuch a diſtance from the ſea-ports, it cannot 


allect their preſent trade; no farmer being deſirous of carrying his corn ſo far in 
ſuch 
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ſuch very bad roads, but from dire neceſſity, having no other® alternative for a 
market. The benefit to the public, from the exportation of corn, does not ariſe, 
as in other merchandiſe, only from the employment of our hands at home, the 
improvement of our eſtates, and the return of wealth for which it is exchanged 
abroad; but likewiſe from its being an infallible ſecurity againſt thoſe dreadful 
famines formerly experienced in this nation in years of uncommon ſcarcity, Too 
often indeed, lately, we have experienced an almoſt artificial one, by monopoli- 
ſers, &c. which has drawn vaſt quantities of money out of this kingdom; an evil 
which this navigation, if carried into execution, would in a great degree remedy 
and prevent. In the year 1751, an account of the exportation of grain was 
laid before the Houſe of Commons; and it appeared that above five millions 
of quarters of grain were exported. from Great Britain, from the year 1746, to 
17 50, both incluſive; and near ſeven millions and a half of money were gained 
by the. nation in exchange: and ſince grain has been juſtly made an object of 
foreign commerce, till very lately, not only its price has in general been lowered 
at. home, but its cultivation has increaſed to ſuch a degree, that a good harveſt 
is ſuppoſed to be a proviſion for four or five years. (Sir John Nichols ſays fivo 
years; the corn- factors in London ſay, not much above two years.) 


The kingdom of England alone, according tothe great Dr. Halley's computa- 
tion, contains about forty millions of ſquare acres; and of theſe, in the year | 
1689, when a bounty was. firſt. given on the exportation of corn, one third was 
ſuppoſed to lie in uncultivated commons. No year has elapled, ſince that time, 
in which the Legiſlature. have not paſſed many acts for the incloſure of waſte 
grounds; whereby the country, in various places, is converted from barren heaths 
into fruitful fields, yielding riches and ſupport to the induſtrious farmer and his 
uſeful dependents. Add to which, there is now an expectation that the crown- 
lands will be-diſpoſed of, by parliament, for the ſame moſt uſeful purpoſe. 


—— 


* 


Agriculture is an inexhauſtible ſource of plenty and riches, which can never 
be ſo much enlarged, or its ſtreacls ſo widely diffuſed, as by the means of inland 
navigations: and as the inhabitants, in all places near the propoſed Canal, raiſe 
more corn than they can conſume, and could raiſe five times as much if it 
could be carried conveniently to a market, this article only will find great em- 
ployment for the navigation, to the general advantage of the adjacent counties, 
and the capital, for home, conſumption ; nd to Lynn, for exportation. The 


farmers in the neighbourhood. of the propoſed new Canal may indeed object, 
| (and 
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| (and it is my wiſh to ſtart, and anſwer, every objection) that the price of 
grain will never riſe ſo high as it has done in times of ſcarcity, when there 
is an opportunity of an eaſy. importation. In anſwer, it may be obſerved, that 
from the eaſe of exportation, it will never ſink ſo low in plentiful ſeaſons; 
ſo that the profits of the farmers, upon the whole, will not be leſs, but more 
equal. And I cannot help obſerving in this place, that inequality of gain is, 
of all others, the moſt frequent cauſe of their ruin; as in ſcarce times, when 
their profits are great, they become more expenſive and luxurious, and do not 
know ſo well how. to contract their manner of life when cheaper ſeaſons lower 
the value of their commodities, 


Another great article they will be ſupplied with cheap, and plentifully, 
is manure ; an article, which ſome farms that I could mention have never 
taſted. Now lime, when uſed with judgement, and eſpecially in the cold clayey 
parts of the country, is, beyond doubt, one of the beſt manures for land, and 

by the help of this Canal may be had in great plenty, and cheap, from one end 
of the Canal to the other, and for ten miles on each ſide of it, to the great 
improvement of this large and.extenſive tract of land; in ſeveral parts whereof, 
at preſent, little lime can be had, and no other ſort of manure is to be got; and 
in many other parts it is ſo. exceſſively dear, by the land- carriage, that it is but 
rarely and ſparingly uſed. Beſides this, marle and'other manures may be had, 
by means of this Canal, in many conſiderable parts of the intermediate coun- 
.try, which now can procure none. And that the population will be increaſed, 
is evident from what has been ſaid before; for where manufactures are encou— 
_ «raged, where there is plenty of work, and plenty of fuel and wholeſome pro- 
viſions, population never fails. 

In times of plenty, the land- owners and farmers near the Canal will re- 
ceive great benefits from the exportation of their grain of all kinds, which will 
not lie on hand through the hardſhips of an exceſſive land- carriage, and bad roads; 
and in times of ſcarcity, the whole country will be relieved, by means of a ſea- 
ſonable importation. Thus the bleſſings of Providence will be more equally and 
uniformly diſtributed, and an artificial dearth rendered almoſt impoſſible, How 
ineffectual would: be the attempt of the moſt powerful monopoliſer, in ſuch a 
country as China, or even Holland, where plenty can be thrown-into any market, 
from all parts-of the kingdom, by means of Navigable Canals! Flour, meal, 
malt, &c. may in every reſpect partake of the above advantages; as on many 
ſtreams, and even waſte water of the Canal, mills may be built for that purpoſe. 
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Another cultivated article, of great importance, is that of timber of all kinds, 
and eſpecially oak; of which there are many large woods along the whole 
courſe of the propoſed navigation, which, for want of-a proper and cheap con- 
veyance to ſea-port towns and dock-yards, or to the capital, where timber is 
much wanted for ſhip-building, are ſold in the neighbourhood, at a low price, 
and for common uſe, for buildings where inferior timber, as fir, &c. would 
do better, and be a great ſaving of that moſt uſeful and neceTary commodity ; 
the growth of which, after ſuch a late conſumption, ſhould be attended to 
with che utmoſt care and circumſpection. Any method of conveying ſo bulky 
an article as this to the*piaces of conſumption, at an eaſy expence, will greatly 
encourage the growth of it, and help to repair that decreaſe of ſhip-timber in 
this nation, which is much complained of; and which is a very alarming circum- 
ſtance to a people whoſe riches and power depend ſo greatly upon naviga- 
tion. Cord-wood, to make charcoal; ſtack-wood, for the London bakers ; 
and different kinds of wood, for uſes in huſbandry, and in ſeveral branches of 
which may become the objects of cultivation, will be carried at a cheap rate 
upon the Canal, to the mutual advantage of the proprieters and conſumers, 
Wool, yarn, hides, tallow, and proviſions of various kinds, will become more 
beneficial to their owners, by the benefit of an eaſy conveyance to places where 


they may be conſumed or manufactured, 


As this intended navigation will. go through the middle of thoſe three coun- 
ties, ſo famous for the great quantities of excellent butter they produce, the 
advantages ariſing from it to the dairies will be very conſiderable; as many 
thouſands of firkins of this article are conveyed by land-carriage, at an immenſe 
expence, to Downham in Norfolk, thirty, forty, and even fifty miles; whence 
it is carried down that navigation to Cambridge, whereby it obtains the name of 
Cambridge butter in London; and to the ſea- port towns of Ipſwich in Suffolk, 
and Yarmouth in Norfolk, to be ſhipped for London, and other remote markets, 
at almoſt the ſame diſtance and expence. This article may for the future be 
ſent by the propofed Canal, all the way to Lynn and Norwich, to the inter- 
mediate market-towns in Eſſex, and to London, at a very moderate expence. 


The fine ale and ſtrong beer made at Coggeſhall, Braintree, Wethersfield, 


Bury, Norwich, and adjacent towns, may be exported from Lynn to Ger- 


many, the Baltic, and America, as alſo carried to London and the intermediate 
F towns, 
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towns, by means of the intended Canal, and with as much advantage and credit 
to the brewer, as the famous Burton ale ; whereas thoſe liquors are now only 
conſumed among themſelves, on account of the great expence of land carriage. 


The numerous manufactures of Birmingham, Walſall, Wolverhampton, 
| Burſlem, Nottingham, Leiceſter, Staffordſhire, and Derby, and even ſalt front 
Cheſhire, now find a cheap and eaſy conveyance from thoſe countries to Hull, 
by the grand Staffordſhire Canal; and are thence carried to London coaſt- 
wiſe, and ſent into theſe counties, at an immenſe land- carriage, which eats up a 
great part of the profit: and thoſe neceſſary articles are obliged to be retailed at 
an extra expence on that account, Theſe uſeful, heavy, and bulky commodities, 
can find an eaſy conveyance from Hull to Eynn by ſmall veſſels; and may be 
thence diſtributed, at one-tenth and one-twelfth of the expence of carriage, 
through all the intermediate country, and ſupply the city of Norwich, and fifty- 
ſeven market-towns, beſides almoſt ſeven: hundred villages adjoining, in the 
three counties, where the propoſed Canal will paſs. The demand for them, as 
alſo for the famous Malden ſalt; in Eſſex, will conſequently be increaſed, as they 
are articles of general conſumption, and will come to the conſumer much cheaper 
from the firſt hand; and no doubt they will ſoon become a. very conſiderable 
article of commerce.. 


The merchants of Lynn will alſo ſupply all the towns and villages bordering; 
upon the Canal with wine, rum, and all other ſpiritous liquors; tobacco, ſugar, 
and all kinds of groceries, and dying ſtuffs ;- fir timber and deals for houſe- 
building, and all ſorts of Baltic goods; mahogany, and other woods for orna- 
ment and. cabinet work ; marble, Purbeck, Portland, and Yorkſhire paving- 
ſtones ; iron, and other articles too numerous to mention here, which, though 
much wanted, are in many places ſeldom uſed, owing to the heavy charge of 
the land-carriage of ſuch bulky commodities, but which will be conveyed through 
the whole-extent of this navigation at a moderate expence of carriage, at lower 
prices than thoſe at which they have . cuſtomarily been ſold and delivered, and 
with much more ſafety and expedition, and even to a certainty in point of time. 
Now theſe are articles of general conſumption, as well as thoſe I mentioned 
before: the amount of them muſt be very conſiderable, and the benefit to the 
public, and the merchants of Lynn, proportionably great. Coals too are ſuch a 
uſeful artiele, and ſo much wanted upon every foot of the Canal, that it is im- 
poſſible to form any idea df the immenſe conſumption; and this will be done 
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entirely through the merchants at Lynn. As I am only tracing the out-lines of 


production and conſumption, the particular advantages muſt unavoidably lie con- 
cealed, till an actual ſurvey ſhall be taken. At the ſame time, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that in many places on the propoſed Canal, coals cannot at preſent be 
poſſibly had at any rate; and in many places where they are uſed, they are 
at ſuch an enormous price, as almoſt precludes the uſe of that valuable 
commodity ; inſtead of which, the ſtrong and able poor have long ſubſiſted 
by hedge- breaking; and the woods are almoſt deſtroyed and gone for fuel, 
which ſhould grow for timber: a capital evil! which. this Canal will ſurely 


remedy, 


Our anceſtors made wiſe laws for the encouragement of the growth of timber; 


but, through the centre of theſe three counties, ſo good a market is found for 
fuel, that little regard is paid to thoſe invaluable laws; (for which reaſon, it is in- 
tended to plant 28,000 young oaks on the banks of the Canal.) Cutting down 
famplers and young trees even for faggot and ſtack wood, and not planting or 
leaving any but ſuch as will ſoon turn by a quick growth to fuel, is now, and 
has been for many years paſt, a common practice. So beneficial will the Canal 


be S particular, that the poor people who now deſtroy all the hedges in 


the counties through which it is intended to paſs, will find hedge- breaking a 
loſing trade; as it is beyond a doubt, that coals purchaſed will be cheaper to 


them than hedge- wood ſtolen. And I beg leave to aſk the opponents of the na- 
vigation from Lynn and Norwich to London, whether they think any or all the 
inconveniences they can point out, are equal to the ſtarving to death ſome hun- 
dreds of poor inhabitants in the inland parts of the three counties, where coals 
may be brought by ſuch a navigation? For I do not take upon me to ſay, that, 
were the overſeers of the poor ever ſo much diſpoſed to ſhow compaſſion to 
them, they have it in their power to procure them fuel. In ſhort, there are no 
materials by which the poor can procure even a wretched fire 1n theſe parts: I 
verily believe they often periſh by cold, (though their caſes do not*appear in 
print) by putrid diſeaſes, and languiſhing agues, probably occaſioned by their 
cold, damp, comfortleſs dwellings, without firing, or the means to procure one 
to keep them alive. I dare venture to affirm, that no phyſician will deem this: 


an unreaſonable ſuggeſtion. And 1 think I may venture to ſay, that it is de- 


monſtrable, that the preſent high prices of all kinds of proviſions will be re- 
duced by the increaſed quanyty of coals, & c. &c. brought to market, through»- 


out the whole navigation. 
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To proceed to the manufactures produced in theſe three counties: experience 
tells us that nothing contributes more to the encouragement of trade and manu- 
factures, than eaſe in the conducting of them; facility in procuring the proper ma- 
terials for them, and in carrying the manufactures, when made, to a proper mar- 
ket; and a certain and uniform ſubſiſtence for the manufacturers. Now, all theſe 
encouragements this Canal will give: it will furniſh a conſtant, ready, cheap, and 
certain conveyance of every ſpecies of goods from one place to another, and alſo 
to the capital; which laſt is a ſure market for every produce or manufacture: 
it will render the management of trade eaſy, expeditious, and cheap; and ſup- 
ply the manufacturers through thoſe extenſive counties with every variety of 
materials, (the enumeration of which is beyond my information ;) eſpecially 
as every town and village on this propoſed navigation, beſides the rich and 
flouriſhing city of Norwich, is in a greater or leſs degree concerned in ſome part 
of the various branches of the woollen, ſilk, ſerge, ſay, crape, bombazine, 
fuſtian, ſack-cloth, * turnery, ſteel, wood, &c. manufactories. Conſequently 
Wool, Iriſh wool, and yarn, filk, cotton, indigo, dying goods, hemp, flax, linen 
yarn, Hambro' yarn, and numberleſs other articles and materials, will find a 
certain market, and will at the ſame time provide a conſtant and uniform plenty 
of ſubſiſtence, as the market will be as it were brought to our very doors. 
Corn, flour, meal, potatoes and other garden-ſtuff, indeed all ſorts of proviſions, 
will be continually paſſing and re- paſſing along the Canal, as markets fluctuate ; 
and the ſcarcity of qne place will be ſupplied by the ſuperfluity of another, 


I have almoft exceeded the limits of my intended plan, in my explana- 
tion of the laſt article, which I could net indeed quit much ſooner, however 
 imperfe& it be left. I now proceed to my third propoſition, wiz. the im- 
menſe expence of land-carriage, which will be diminiſhed by this navigation 
if it take place, The probable quantity of acres which may be converted to 
grow wheat, barley, &c. but which are now employed in raiſing oats, to feed 
horſes for drawing heavy loads by land-carriage ; the advantages ariſing from 
cheapneſs of carriage, and eaſy communication between the diſtant parts of a 
country, the manufacturing towns and ſea- ports, and the metropolis, reci- 
Procally; are ſo very extenſive and complicated, that it is morally impoſfible 
to reduce them to any very exact eſtimation. If we would attempt to eſtimate 
them at all, it will be neceſſary to diſcover, as near as we can, how much the 
Price of carriage is likely to be diminiſhed, and what quantities and kinds of 


. will probably be conveyed by this navigation. | 
The 
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The diminution of the price of land- carriage, which will take place by means 
of the Canal, muſt appear to be a very great advantage to our manufactures and 
commerce, and very neceſſary too, when the preſent price of our land- carriage 
is placed in a comparative view with that of our chief competitors, the French. 
The price of land- carriage, in the neighbourhood of the Staffordſhire Canal, was 
eight and nine ſhillings per ton for ten, miles ; and from Liverpool to Man- 
cheſter (thirty-eight miles) was forty ſhillings per ton, being above one ſhilling 
per.mile ; whilſt merchandiſe may be conveyed by land, between Lyons and Mar- 
ſeilles, in France, at the rate of five ſhillings per ton for the ſame diſtance, or 
fix-pence a mile; a circumſtance that muſt give the manufacturers of that nation 
a very great ſuperiority over ours at all markets, where otherwiſe they would 
meet on equal terms. By the Duke of Bridgewater's navigation from Liverpool 
to Mancheſter, goods are carried as ſafely, and as expeditiouſly, for ſix ſhillings 
per ton, as they were formerly for forty ſhillings ; whereby nearly ſix ſevenths are 
faved: and on the Staffordſhire Canal, upon an average, the tonnage and 


freight are only half-a-crown for the ſame diſtance ; conſequently near three 


| fourths of the preſent 'price of carriage will be ſaved to the public. So long 
ago as April, 1749, the juſtices, at a quarter-ſeflion at Bury Saint Edmund's, in 
Suffolk, ſettled the price of land- carriage of goods from London to Bury 
(which was then computed to be ſixty miles) at three pounds per ton, or a 
ſhilling per mile: but ſince it has been meaſured, the diſtance is found to be 
ſeventy-two miles; which makes it about nine ſhillings per ton for ten miles. 
From Bury to Norwich, which was computed at thirty miles, the carriage was 
two pounds three ſhillings and four pence a ton, being near eighteen pence a 
mile: but that road, having been ſince meaſured, proves to be forty miles; con- 
ſequently the carriage is thirteen pence per mile, and for cumberſome articles, 
as packs of wool and woollen goods, Norwich goods,. groceries, potteries, and 


other merchandiſe, a great deal more, 


The expence per ton, by the hoys or paquet, from London to Colcheſter, 
Ipſwich, Yarmouth, &c. &c. is from 4s. to 6s. ; and places within afew miles of 
thoſe towns (ſuppoſe ten, for inſtance) will ſtill be ſupplied as at preſent, by land 
carriage, unleſs the purchaſers prefer certainty of expedition. But, as the Canal 
will not come within near twenty miles of any ſea-port, except Malden in Eſſex, 
the coaſting-trade will not be hurt thereby; which I ſhall prove, when I come 


to treat on that head. | 
G To 
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To the loſs of land by digging a Canal, an objection may be made, ſo A 
as private property is affected; but for this it is intended to make full compen- 
ſation, as hereafter propoſed. As to the manner in which it is likely to affect 
the public, let us only conſider what an immenſe quantity of horſe-provender is 
conſumed for the ſupport of that land-carriage which this Canal is deſigned to 
reduce; and what a multitude of acres will be brought into cultivation for wheat 
and barley, which are now waſted for horſes. Now, to come at any probable 
eſtimation, it will be neceſſary to ſuppoſe and allow a certain number of wag- 
gons and carts as employed ſolely for the carriage now in uſe : and I hope I ſhall 
not be thought partial, if I allow thirty broad-wheel waggons drawn by eight 
horſes, and ſixty carts drawn by two horſes a-breaſt, commonly called higglers 
carts, from the towns and villages in the vicinity of the propoſed Canal, in the 
three counties, to the metropolis. At that calculation, it will take two hun- 
| dred and forty horſes to work the waggons, and one hundred and twenty horſes 
to work the carts; being three hundred and ſixty horſes in the whole. It appears, 
that every horſe employed on the road, at work, is allowed three pecks of corn 
per day; conſequently three hundred and ſixty horſes will eat three hundred 
ninety-four thouſand two hundred pecks, being ninety- eight thouſand five hun- 
dred and fifty buſhels, of corn in a year; which is twelve thouſand three hun- 
dred and eighteen quarters of oats, Now, as ſeven quarters of oats, on an 
average, is the produce of an acre of land,. it appears that it will take nearly 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty acres of land to maintain thoſe horſes; 
which is almoſt five hundred and twenty acres more land than what will be loſt 
in cutting the Canal through the three counties ; which loſt land, however, is 
| propoſed to be paid for according to value. 


Another object of conſideration is, the vaſt ſums of money ſept out of this 
kingdom, within theſe few years, for importation of oats from abroad, and out 
of theſe three counties in particular ; as in the interior parts, where this Canal 
is propoſed to paſs, the land- is chiefly paſture, and moſt of the farmers keep 
from two hundred to three hundred cows, to make butter only. The expence 
of land- carriage, and the heavy clay roads, deter them from raiſing corn; it 
being almoſt impoſſible to carry it to a ſea- port, in order to be conveyed to a 
market.—Let us alſo conſider the vaſt ſums of money paid by the public for the 
| + liberty of travelling in the worſt roads in the kingdom, and which can never be 
made good ſo long as the great heavy carriages are obliged to paſs over them : 
and then, I believe, we may very ſoon reconcile ourſelves to the loſs of Iand,— 


As to the damage feared by the Proprietors over whoſe lands the Canal may 
happen 
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happen to paſs, I ſhall hope, from the juſtice of Parliament, that ample compen- 
ſation will be made for it. | 


Let private Gentlemen conſider, nay let the Public conſider, that the mote 
equal the diſtribution of the people, (a moſt certain conſequence of inland navi- 
gation) the more eaſy will be the ſupeyinduction of manure upon lands in the 
vicinage of the Canal; the more eaſy the reduction of the price of coals, and 
thereby of all kinds of labour. Thoſe lands will not only be greatly raiſed in 
their price, but, which is much more eſſential, in their value toc. The manu- 
factures and produce of the kingdom, the only real riches we have, will be in- 
creaſed ; our poor will be relieved; and the roads will become paſſable. And 
may not the number of hands now employed in wood-ſtealing, hedge-breaking, 
&c. throughout the three counties, on the line of the propoſed navigation, 
be then employed to better purpoſes? Take this obſervation too into your ac- 
count, that if the King wants ſubjects, he mult want ſoldiers and ſeamen. Shall 
I go further, and ſay, whoever oppoſes inland navigation, virtually oppoles-plenty 
and population ?—T hope to live to ſee as univerſal joy, among all ranks of 
people bordering on the propoſed Canal, as was in Staffordſhire, and the other 
counties, when that great work was concluded upon; when the potters, &c. 
were ſo ſenſible of the benefits that muſt accrue to their trade by the Canal, 
that great numbers aſſembled at Burſlem, over a large bonfire, and with the 
loudeſt acclamations of joy drank the healths of Lord Gower, and all the pro- 


moters of, and well-wiſhers to the navigation. 


The propoſed ſaving will appear evident, if the preſent price of land-carriage 
be compared with the price propoſed to be taken for water-carriage on the Canal, 
The price of land- carriage, as is ſhown above, is, on an average, one ſhilling, 
per ton a mile: the price propoſed to be taken on the Canal, for tonnage, 
freight, and all incidental expences, is, for merchandiſe, two-pence per ton a 
mile, or one ſixth of land-carriage ; for coals, three half-pence per ton a mile, 
or one eighth of Iland-carriage ; and for lime, ſlate, tile, brick, ſtone, &c. one 
penny per ton a mile, or one twelfth of land-carriage. Thus, on a medium, 
at leaſt ſeven parts in eight of the expence of land- carriage will be ſaved to 
the public. And I will ſubmit it as my opinion, for the conſideration of the 
land-owners and farmers bordering on the propoſed Canal, that lime (to be uſed 
for manure only) and all other manures,. which will be procured from large 
towns, on reaſonable terms, for back-carriage, and gravel for mending roads, 
' ſhall paſs gratis. The above regulations, with the tolls, to be fixed by the Act 


to be obtained, or by the Commiſſioners to be appointed by the Act.— Thus 
5 will 
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will my Plan, when completed, highly contribute to the improvement of land, 
and of the roads, which ſtand greatly in need of it, being now in many places 
the worſt in England; and it will at the ſame time certainly enhance, in many 
places doubly, and in ſome trebly, the value and produce of the farms bordering 
on the propoſed Canal, for ſix, eight, or even ten miles, on each ſide. 
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— 


Goods ſent from London for Lynn are conveyed to Cambridge by waggons, and thence to Lynn 
in barges; which is the reaſon that the time and expence of carriage to that place are, compara- 
tively, ſo moderate. 3 3 | 
N. B. To Thaxted, Haverill, Linton, and Clare, the expence is the ſame as to Sturmeer.— To 
Market-Deerham it is 51. per ton, the ſame as to Norwich.-To Foulſham, Reepham, Cauſton, 
Aylſham, Worſted and North-Walſham, it is 61. per ton, as the goods are firſt carried to Norwich, 
And to Holt, Walſingham, and Fakenham, it is 61, 105. per ton. Now, were a ſmall Cut made out 
of the grand Canal, near Hingham, by Market-Deerham, into Cauſton-Meer, as expreſſed by the 
dotted lines in the Map, all the above nine towns in Norfolk would be ſerved at leſs than one twelfth 
of the preſent expence; the proprietors would receive 12 per cent. for their money, and the Land- 

owners more than treble the preſent value of their lands, 7 95 we 
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Having conſidered the principal advantages which the Public may reaſonably 
expect from the execution of this deſign, we are not to forget the pleaſure that 
may ariſe from it to Individuals; eſpecially ſince taſte is ſo univerſally cultivated, 
that our farms are gradually improving into gardens. And here it muſt be 
allowed, that to have a lawn terminated by water, with objects paſſing and 
repaſſing upon it, is a finiſhing, of all others the moſt deſirable. And if we 
add the amuſements of a pleaſure-boat, that may entertain us with chearing 
proſpeRs, and views of unwearied application to agriculture, which is productive 
of a ſuperabundance not only of the neceſſaries but the luxuries of life; and 
lead us to the reflexion that the inhabitants are opulent and healthy, and the 
county populous and pleaſant ; imagination can ſcarcely conceive the charming 
variety of ſuch a landſcape. Verdant lawns, waving fields of grain, pleaſant 
groves, ſequeſtered woods, regular canals to different towns, winding ſtreams, 
orchards whoſe trees are bending beneath their fruit, large towns, and pleaſant 
villages; all together preſent to the eye a grateful intermixture of objects, 
and feaſt the fancy with ideas equal to the moſt romantic illuſions. Not to 
mention the convenience of having a variety of fiſh brought alive in well- boats, 
and fea and ſhell-fiſh freſh and good for our tables; we have articles of luxury 
which the inhabitants near this navigation never could have the pleaſure of 
taſting, and which they wiſh for at preſent in vain. So many, and fo important, 
are the advantages which will undoubtedly ariſe to the Public from the intended 
Canal, that we preſume, an attentive conſideration of them muſt convince every 
one, that they infinitely outweigh all the inconveniencies which can be ſup- 
poſed to attend it: and it is to be hoped, every Friend to his Country will be 
cautious of giving weight to trivial inconveniencies, in oppoſition to a work of 


this immenſe importance; eſpecially at a time when our Manufacturers are ſuf- 
fering for want of the uſual demand for their goods, and when ſeveral rival Na- 


tions, eſpecially the new States of America, are exerting every nerve to avail 


themſelves of this opportunity to ſeduce our workmen in every branch to leave 


the Country, and contribute to the ſupport of thoſe alarming Competitors. 


Some of the objections that may be urged againſt this navigation, I truſt, have 

already been obviated. It may perhaps be further ſaid, that many eſtates will be 
divided by the Canal : but as in ſeveral parts it will paſs through uncultivated 
commons, heaths, and waſte lands, ſome of which want draining, (which this Ca- 
nal will eſſect) and others are not worth tillage; as a full compenſation will 


be made for the ground that it will cut through; and as the farms will be again 
H connected 


- 
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connected by bridges and fords at ſuitable diſtances ; it is preſumed no inconve- 
niences will ariſe from this circumſtance, but what will be amply counterbalanced 
by the many advantages that have been before pointed out, and muſt evidently 


accrue to every farm through which it may pals. 

Beſides theſe advantages, there is ſtill another, ariſing from time, or from the- 
certainty and expedition of this mode of conveying goods and merchandiſe from 
one place to another; an advantage well underſtood by all traders and manufac- 
turers. Now a proper number of decked boats, (ſuppoſe ten or twenty) to an- 


” ſwer the purpoſe of the higglers carts or caravans, built after the manner of thoſe 


now made uſe of on the Duke of Bridgewater's canal, divided into three or 
four convenient rooms for paſſengers, game, ſmall parcels, fowls and merchan- 
diſe; (of which one ſhould ſet out from Lynn, another from Norwich, a third 
from London, and ſo on from the intermediate towns and villages, every mor- 
ning, at a certain fixed time, like ſtage-coaches ; making ſhort ſtays in their 
paſſage, at certain ſtated times and places, to take in and diſcharge goods and 
paſſengers ;) would furniſh to thoſe great towns, and the whole intermediate 
country, a certain, ſafe, cheap, and commodious conveyance of goods and pafſ- 
ſengers from place to place, and complete the whole paſſage from- Lynn to 


London in twenty-five hours, and from Norwich to London in twenty-two hours, 


as is particularly ſtated in the table, p. 24. We ſhould then travel with as much 


ſafety, certainty, and diſpatch, as they do in the zrackſchuyts in Holland and 


Flanders, and in the ſame manner: for, as here is intended to be no current to 


E impede the veſſel, one horſe will draw fifty tons of coals, or merchandiſe, after 
the rate of four miles an hour; and will trot with a light boat and paſſengers 


fix or ſeven miles an hour. If the boats were covered too, we might travel by 
night as well as day; and ſleep, read, write, play cards, drink tea, and partake of 
a variety of diverſions. 


How far all theſe advantageous circumſtances muſt contribute to enhance the 
value of our lands; to promote the wealth, ſtrength, and ſplendour of the Na- 
tion; and to confirm and perpetuate the peculiar bleſſings and privileges of its 
inhabitants, is referred to the candid reflexion of every intelligent Reader. 
The proſpect is delightful; and, no doubt, many advantages to be expected from 
the Canal now under conſideration, have eſcaped my notice, but which will 
occur to the Reader who lives on the ſpot: thoſe that are pointed out are, 


however, very numerous and extenſive, 
| Nor 
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Nor muſt we here omit the trite objeRiorl, reſpecting the diſhoneſty of water- 

men, that they will pilfer fruit and poultry on their paſſage. Certainly, this 

claſs of travellers may be ranked, in point of honeſty, with the common car- 
riers; and as one man and a boy will be ſufficient to attend the conveyance | 
of twenty ton of goods along the canal, which by land would require the 4 
attendance of ten perſons, the number of thoſe pilfering — will be greatly | 


decreaſed. 


As I am deſirous to anticipate every poſſible objection, in order to refute it, as 9 
far as my capacity will ſerve; the only remaining one that occurs to me, (which | 
indeed I mentioned before, with a promiſe to obviate it) 1s, that by the inland 
navigation, between the ports of Lynn and London, the Coaſting Trade (that 

eat nurſery for ſeamen) will be diminiſhed. To this it may be fairly anſwered, 
that as this inland navigation will give an opportunity for a more eaſy convey- 
| ance of the produce and manufactures of the interior parts of the country to 
the neighbouring ſea-ports, which may from thence be conveyed by ſea to the 
diſtant parts of the kingdom, whence in return other produce and commodities 
may be brought back ; the coaſting-trade muſt hereby be greatly promoted. And, 
as this Canal will contribute to increaſe the produce of our farms, will benefic 
our preſent manufactures, and occaſion the eſtabliſhment of new ones; it muſt 
of courſe enlarge the amount of our exports, and, inſtead of leſſening, have, in 
my opinion, a direct tendency to augment the quantity of our ſhipping, and 
the number of our ſeamen, eſpecially in the coal trade. But, were it otherwiſe, are 
not the public advantages, which are ſure to ariſe from this ſcheme, ſufficient to | 
counter-balance the loſs of ſome few hands taken from the coaſting trade, even 
if that could be proved? That, however, ſeems to me impoſſible; for there will 
certainly. be many thouſand chaldrons of coals uſed in a year, for ten miles ; 
von each ſide the navigation, where perhaps never one was burnt before. But, 
ſhould it be proved otherwiſe, ſhall the leſſening, to the number of ſeventy or 
_ eighty, or even a hundred, the ſeamen in the coaſting trade, fill us with ſuch 
terrors, as to cruſh a ſcheme that may preſerve thouſands from periſhing ? 


Although have allowed that eighty or a hundred ſeamen may be taken from 
the coaſting-trade, I believe that ſuggeſtion to be greatly exaggerated; for there 
is ſeldom more than the maſter, two ſeamen and a boy, and often one ſeaman 
and two boys, to any of. the ſloops or hoys in the coaſting or corn trade; con- 


ſequently, one hundred ſeamen would man thirty-three veſſels. at leaſt. Now, 
F believe- 
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I believe re is not double that number of veſſels in the corn trade, at all the 
ſea-ports in the three counties of Eſſex, Suffolk, and Norfolk: and it is very 
improbable that half of them ſhould be rendered uſeleſs by means of the Canal, 
which, as I obſerved before, will not come nearer the ſea-ports than from fif- 
teen to twenty miles, and often more, except one port only, And as for the 
coal trade, I am confident every diſintereſted Reader will acknowledge, that 
trade will be augmented much more than to counterbalance the loſs in the other 
trade, if ſuch loſs could be proved. And as one man and a boy at leaſt, will 
be employed in each barge, and of.cuer two men, theſe will acquire ſome 
knowledge of the nautical profeſſion; and, having been initiated in the uſe of 
oars and ſails, will, if wanted for the ſervice of their Country, ſoon make 
good ſeamen. And as a great number of ſeamen are now out of employ, 
. thoſe men will certainly be preferred, for conducting the barges and boats, to 

people entirely ſtrangers to the water. 2 


Further: ten thouſand chaldrons of coals, at leaſt, will be uſed in the vicinity 
of this propoſed Navigation, where none, or very few, were ever uſed before; 
which will employ fifty ſhips, of two hundred tons each. Theſe ſhips muſt be 
navigated by at leaſt nine ſeamen each, viz. a maſter, a mate, iix ſeamen and a 
boy; conſequently will employ three hundred ſeamen, excluſive of the maſter, 
mate, and boy; which will be one hundred and fifty more: in all, four hundred 
and fifty ſeamen more than are now employed in that trade only; not to mention 
the Eaſt- Country, or Baltic, and other trades, which will be nearly as much 
more: ſo that, if a loſs of one hundred ſeamen in the coaſting trade can be 
proved, it will be greatly over- balanced in the coal trade only%.. the ſeamen 
out of which trade are allowed to be the very beſt in the Royal Navy. This 
propoſed Canal will therefore be a nurſery for ſeamen, rather than a detriment, _ 
or loſs. | | 


Upon the whole, I ſubmit it-to better judgment than my own, whether there is 
not every reaſon to believe the objection I have mentioned, of ruining, or even 
hurting the coaſting trade by the propoſed Canal, to be entirely nugatory. 
Having gone through my three firſt propoſitions, (I hope, to the ſatisfaftion 
of my Readers) it only remains now to proceed to the fourth and laſt, namely, 
a rough eſtimate of the expence to be incurred, and of the profits and advan- 
tages which will probably accrue from this propoſed navigation; and then 

| - N | conclud 
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eonclude what I would not have drawn out to ſo great a length, if I could 
poſſibly have compriſed it in leſs compaſs. 


If Navigations are advantageous to a country, the advantage mult increaſe 
in proportion to their extent, and to the reciprocal intercourſe and connexion of 
the parts with which they communicate. Allowing this to be a fact, there cer- 
tainly cannot be a more intereſting conſideration than that of facilitating the con- 
veyance of goods and merchandiſe between thoſe great emporiums (if I may ſo 
term them) of trade and commerce, London, Norwich, and Lynn, with fuch a 
number alſo of capital manufacturing towns and villages in the interior parts 
of the three counties, by means of an inland navigation. Let us further conſider, 
that Holland, the moſt populous and opulent country in the world, (of its dimen- 
fions) owes much of its proſperity to its numerous canzls, and would ſoon fall 
almoſt into deſolation if deprived of them; that, upon the cleareſt evidence, many 
important advantages muſt ariſe, from the propoſed Canal, to theſe three coun- 
ties in particular, and alſo to the kingdom in general; and many public and private 
inconveniences be avoided. Such a Canal has always therefore been a deſirable 
object; but now (that the neighbouring counties are puſhing ſuch advantageous 
works. into execution) it is become indiſpenſably neceſſary to the ſupport of our 
trade and manufactures. It will be at an amazing expence that the project now 
under conſideration for joining the Canal at Biggleſwade, in Bedfordſhire, to 
the River Lea navigation, at Hertford, being twenty-eight miles, will be 
executed ; not leſs than about eighty thouſand pounds; which will make the 
navigation from Lynn to London by that Canal long, tedious, and expenſive z 
whereas the conveyance from Lynn to London, by our propoſed Canal, may 
be performed in thirty-ſeven hours, and at the expence of only 11. 4% 8d. 


per ton. 


It is impoſſible, in this rough ſketch, to give any preciſe or adequate idea 
of the amazing benefits, ſavings, and advantages, which this Canal will pro- 
duce, without levels taken, or exact diſtances known; both of which might be 
accompliſhed at an expence trivial to the community at large, as before men- 
tioned, 1 will, for example, ſuppoſe the length of the Canal to be about 
a hundred and fifty miles from Lynn to London, and from that part at Great 
Ellingham which branches to Norwich, eleven miles; making together one 


hundred and fifty-nine miles. The land being very valuable near London, 
I Norwich, 
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Norwich, and Lynn, the expence, conſequently, will be conſiderably more for 
the firſt ten miles from thoſe places than afterwards. - However, I have made 
ſome calculation, and as near the truth as poſſible; which is as follows: to 
eomplere the firſt ten miles from London over the River Roden, (unleſs Go- 
vernment can be prevailed upon to preſent what is foreſt) to purchaſe land, 
erect locks, make towing-paths, build road and foot bridges, and defray every 
expence, two thouſand ſix hundred pounds a mile: * from the main Canal to 
Norwich, the firſt ten miles, two thouſand pounds a mile : the firſt ten miles 
from Lynn, at ſeventeen hundred pounds a mile: from the firſt ten miles front 
London, into the River Roden, and from out of the River Roden near Orgar, 
to Chelmsford; from out of the River Chelmsford near Leigh's Park, to 
Braintree, into the River Blackwater; from out of the River Blackwater at 
Great Samford, into Sturmeer ; from Foxhead on the River Stour, througlr 
the county of Suffolk, to the heads of the rivers Little Ouſe and Waveny, which: 
feparate the county of Suffolk f from the county of Norfolk; near Diſs; 

: | from 


* Since making the above ca'culation, I have gone up the New Cut at Lime -houſe, and up the 
River Lea, to Leyton; and find that by the lowneſs of the marſhes at Bromley and Stratford, and 
the height of the piece of water which comes into the River Lea below the New Cut, and by the Welt- 
ham Abbey Mill, the difficulties of bringing the Canal into the Turnpike-Road, as above propoſed, 
will be many and great, nay almoſt inſurmountable: therefore I would adviſe the Proprietors of the- 
intended Navigation to agree with the Proprietors of: the River Lea and New Cut, to Lime-houſe,; 
either for a Ripulated. ſum, or by tonnage, to go up the ſaid New Cut at. Lime-houſe from the. 
Thames, and up the River Lea as high as Leyton; and thence acroſs a part of Epping Foreſt, into 
the River Roden, above Wanſted; and -widen and deepen that river up to Standon Mill, near Ongar ; 
and then as above laid down : which will ſave an enormous expence in the purchaſe of land, and at 
leaſt a year's. labour, compared with what was firſt propoſed with regard to- purchaſing land, and 
cutting from Lime-houſe (below the New Cut) to Ilford. Beſides, the length of the navigations 
will be but a trifle, round the elbow of the River Roden, more than that laid down in the propoſed 
Navigation, as at firſt ſuggeſted. . 


+ Since making the firſt calculation -Fhave examined particularly che county of Suffolk, and find" 
the route of. the Canal may be carried into and acroſs the River Breton, very near the market-town« 
of Lavenham, and near the villages of Brettenham and Finborough, into the River at the Market- 
town of Stow- market; and near the villages of Stow, St. Mary's, and Gipping, to very near the 
market-town of Mendleſham, into Breſworth Meer; and near the villages of Breſworth and 
Ockold, into the River that comes by the market-town of Eye; and by deepening and widening” 
that River from Breſworth Meer, by the town-of Hoxne, into the River Waveny, at Billingford ; 
and widening and deepening the Waveny, from thence to the. town of. Diſs, it may come into the: 
Canal, according to the firſt propoſal, The expence will be nearly the ſame; and it will be 

X Þ '2 


* 


NA'VIGABLE CANA . 31 


from thence through the county of Norfolk, to within ten miles of the town of 
Lynn; and from the main Canal, at Great Ellingham, to within ten miles of 
the city of Norwich, being ninety-ſix miles, at the expence of twelve hundred 
pounds a mile: from the New Cut into the River Roden, at or near Staple- 
ford, up four miles of that river, to within a mile of Ongar ; from Chelms- 
ford up the River Blackwater to Great Samford, and from Sturmeer down the 
River Stour to Foxhead, being a courſe of thirty-three miles, to widen and 
deepen, to make the neceſſary purchaſes of land for towing-paths, to build 
bridges, ereC locks, and defray every expence, eleven hundred pounds a mile, 
Amounting, in the whole, to the ſum of 212,8001. 


The plan is; that the propoſed Canal be thirty-ſix feet broad, and four feet ſix 
inches deep in water; the towing-paths on each fide to be eight yards wide 
at bottom, and planted with young oaks, at twenty yards diſtance, to the 
number of twenty-eight thouſand, and poſt, rail, quick, and hedge for fence : 
gonſequently the land neceſſary to be purchaſed will be twenty-eight yards 
wide. It is propoſed to keep in conſtant employment not leſs than five hundred 
men; and it 1s calculated to-finiſh the undertaking in ſeven years, 


Now the full expence of making the above propoſed Canal, from 
Norwich and Lynn to London, (excluſive of the expence of the Act 
of Parliament) betng one hundred and fifty-nine miles, at the 
width and depth above mentioned, will, according to my rough 


— 


calculation and eſtimate, be — — I. 212,800 
: The intereſt of which, at 5 per cent. per annum, will amount to ＋ 10,640 
The expences of keeping it in repair, the ſalaries of officers and ſer- 
vants, loſſes and other unforeſeen accidents, at per annum, 598 35 
Making together, the ſum of, per annum — £ 16,475 


ſo. much nearer the market-towns of Lavenham, Bilderſton, Mendieſham and Eye, which by the 
fiſt route was three and four miles diſtance ; and by going ſo near the town of Bilderſton it wil 


be within ſix miles of the market-town of Hadley, 


. I can make 200,000 1. complete it, 


:+ But obſerve, it is not till after ſeven years that the whole money will be advanced, and e 
navigation entirely finiſned. 


$2 | kh 10; #0: 4 
And the tonnage, freightage, and tolls, will produce as follow: 


Suppoſe 10,000 chaldrons of coals conſumed in a year, which is moſt 
certainly a ſmall calculation for ſixty market-towns, and near ſeven 
hundred villages, in the vicinity of the Canal; and fuppoſe none 
to go to Norwich, Colcheſter, Maldon, or London unleſs on ſome 
particular exigency: this, at three half-pence per chaldion per 
mile, for tonnage, freight, and all incidental expences, will 
produce per annum — — C. 9,774 
Now the different articles of merchandiſe carried on the thirty broad- 
wheel waggons which I ſuppoſe conſtantly In uſe, at ſix tons each, 
are 180 tons: this, at two-pence per ton per mile for tonnage, 
freight, and all incident expences; ſuppoſing only two-thirds of 
the length of the Canal, on an average, and this weekly, the wag- 
gons generally performing the journey in a weck, and always loaded 
backward and forward, (though I ſhall take only one way) amounts, 
per annum, to — — 8,268 
Oak timber, fir ditto, * mahogany, ſtack- wood, iron, hides, 
tallow, and Eaſt- country or Baltic goods, hemp, flax, wine, ſpiritous 
liquors, beer, ale, London porter, tobacco, ſalt, dying goods, and 
numberleſs articles uſed in the woollen manufactures, (which we will 
ſuppoſe to employ, on a medium, for half the length of the Canal, 
on an average, ten barges a week, of twenty tons each, at two-pence 
per ton per mile, all expences included, and thoſe to return empty, 
or loaded with manure or gravel gratis) will amount, per annum, to 6 933 
Corn, malt, flour, hops, butter, &c. I will ſuppoſe at leaſt the ſame, 6,933 
Bricks, tiles, lime (except for manure), flate, marble; Portland, 
Purbeck, paving of all forts, and different articles uſed in building, 
we will ſuppoſe to employ five barges of twenty tons each, per 
month, through the year, and back-carriage, manure, &c. gratis ; ; 


this, at a penny per ton per mile, 1s — 795 
Paſſage or trade boats to pay a certain ſtipulated ſum each, at every 

Jock they paſs through; which I ſuppoſe to bring in annually 100 
The whole produce of tonnage, freight, c. — 2 32, 800 
From which deduct the intereſt and annual expences — 16,475 
Balance of produce, after every expence and intereſt is paid i - 165 3 25 
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Which will repay the principal, if by annual inſtalments, within little more 
than thirteen years. But if annually laid out in the 3 per cent. conſols. and the 
intereſt be left to riſe progreſſively, the principal will be paid off in ten years, or 
very little more. And after that period, a fine incloſed eſtate, of 26,965 1. a year, 
will remain-to the proprietors, and their heirs for ever, whoſe ſhares will then 
be of immenſe value, and will produce 125 per cent. for the firſt ſums advanced, 
even after the principal and its 5 per cent. are paid off; and from the time of firſt 
ſubſcribing to the time of final payment (being ten years) it will produce 74 per 
cent. per annum, excluſſve of the 5 per cent. intereſt on the original ſubſcription. 
I am confident the above calculation will be far ſhort of the real produce, and 
conſequently of che intereſt. But on this head I muſt be aſſiſted by the real pro- 
duce and conſumption of the different towns on the ſpot, before an accurate 
calculation can be made: theſe particulars, however, may be eaſily obtained. 
To how much the ſaving will amount, it is not eaſy to ſay with any degree of 
certainty; but if the profits to ariſe from the Navigation, as mentioned above, 
be calculated ſomewhat near the truth, (and by. thoſe who know the country well, 
and whom I have conſulted on the ſubject, where I was ſcrupulous of my own 
knowledge, they are deemed to be below rather than above the truth) the ſaving 
will amount to not leſs than half a million annually. What a difference be- 
.tween this and the Leeds Canal! which can only pay the 5 per cent. and will 


be eighty-ſix years paying off the principal; yet in ſo ſtrong a light did its utility 


appear, that the ſubſcription was filled as ſoon as propoſed. 


And here I beg leave to make a ſmall digreſſion. Let it be obſerved, that the 
above calculation is ſo large on account of the propoſed Canal being thirty-ſix 
feet wide, and four feet fix inches deep; the reaſon of which great breadth and 
depth is, to facilitate the Navigation, if an immenſe traffic be carried on; 
which, from the produce and conſumption of the two capital cities, and ſuch a 
number of market and manufacturing towns and villages, may be expected: 
but if the propoſed Canal ſhould be only eighteen feet wide and three feet deep, 
it would be wide enough for two barges to paſs a-breaſt, and be the means of 
carrying on a very great trade, and at 50,0001. leſs expence ; which will reduce 
the firſt ſubſcription to 1 50,0001. or lower, and conſequently reduce the number of 
ſubſcribers to 1500, at 1001. each. And if the navigation ſucceeds according to 
the above calculation, (of which there is not the leaſt doubt); by the leſs original 
expence, and ſmaller number of original ſubſcribers, the intereſt will be propor 


tionably leſs to pay; conſequently the profits and dividends proportionably 
K larger, 
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larger, the original ſubſcription ſooner paid off, and the original ſubſcribers: 
ſhares conſiderably more valuable. The increaſing value may be better conceived. 
than expreſſed, although it is not difficult to calculate the progreſſive value: but 
mine are only looſe hints thrown out to ſhow what is praCticable, 


In order to make the expence, and the advance of the money, as eaſy as poſſible, 
it will be proper to petition Parliament, to have due powers veſted in a Com- 
pany, and to divide the capital into two thouſand. one hundred and twenty- 
eight ſhares, of one hundred pounds each, to bear an intereſt of five per cent. 
regularly paid on a ſtated,day and place in every year, till the work is com- 
pleted; that the full profits be then equally divided, annually, in proportion 
to the number of ſhares each perſon is poſſeſſed of; that each ſubſcriber, 
for every ſhare, have a vote upon all occaſions, by himſelf or proxy, in the annual 
choice of a convenient number of Directors, to be limited in the Act; and that 
no perſon. be allowed above fifty ſhares, which will be a ſecurity againſt all. 
partial and injurious influence in the execution of the works, or the management. 


of the Company's affairs, when. completed. 


It ſhould be recommended to the Company to finiſh the three extremes- 
firſt, viz, from Ongar to London, and from Great Ellingham to Norwich, and 
Lynn; as they will, when perfected, yield an immediate profit to the company, to 
pay the growing intereſt, or for other uſes. And if the ſubſcriptions would admit, 
the two ends next to Sturmeer might be worked upon at the ſame time, or to 
Braintree only; the expence of which would not exceed 20, ooo l. The money 
ſubſcribed is intended to be called for only as it is expended, and an interval of. 
three months to be allowed between every call. The payments will rarely exceed. 
five per cent. at any one time after the firſt year, and not even ſo much, except: 
when purchaſes of land are made, and are to be completed: which may encou- 
rage many well-wiſhers to the intended. undertaking, to be ſubſcribers, who might 
otherwiſe think it inkonvenient. 


The veſſels to be uſed on the Canal ſhould be conſtructed on the plan found 
moſt eligible, from various experiments made on the Duke of Bridgewater's, 
and the Staffordſhire Navigations. Thoſe, if I remember right, are built ſo as to 
ſail either end foremoſt, by removing the rudder; to carry between twenty and: 


Or fifteen hundred ſhares, if the latter propoſal be preferred. 5 
N thirty 


— 


— 
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thirty tons; to draw about three feet water when loaded; and coſt between thirty 


and forty pounds, each, building; with a man and a boy to each boat, or barge, 
which one horſe will draw with eaſe at the rate of four miles an hour, and upon 
an emergency will draw three of them. Conſequently, the paſſage from London 
to Lynn, being 148 miles by this propoſed Navigation, will be completed by 
a loaded barge in thirty- ſeven hours; and to Norwich, being 132 miles, in thirty- 
three hours: and ſome barges may be employed of fifty and ſixty tons, but not. 


for expedition. 


The above-propoſed tonnage to be fixed by Parliament, and veſted in the 
ſubſcribers, as a ſecurity for their money ſubſcribed and advanced; the Com- 
pany to be under the inſpection of Commiſſioners, as in other Navigation Acts, 
to determine all controverſies and diſputes which may ariſe; and the ſhares to 
be transferrable, in an eaſy manner, like government ſecurities : the writings in. 
purſuance of this Act not to be liable to ſtamp- duties: the Navigation to 
be free and open; all perſons paying the tonnage fixed by law, and land-owners,, 
to have liberty to erect ware-houſes and wharfs on the ſide of the Canal. And 
I would propoſe to repay the money ſubſcribed for obtaining the Act of Par- 
liament out of the capital ſteck, if the application to Parliament be attended 
with ſucceſs. Proper clauſes ſhould be inſerted in the Act, for making full. 
ſatisfaction tothe land-owners, and their tenants, for all lands to be cut through, 
or taken, for the uſe of ſuch Navigation; alſo for all damages, both preſent. 
and future, which may be ſuſtained thereby ;. and for giving all proper conve- 
niences to ſuch land-owners and their tenants :. the ſame to be determined by. 


the commiſſioners, cr juries where neceſſary, in the uſual manner, 


The creditors upon turnpike-roads are. adventurers, with reſpe& to money 
advanced, in a much more precarious way than the undertakers of naviga- 
cations: they are merely adventurers, without having the advantage of making, 
the roads in the cheapeſt manner, placing turnpikes, or collecting tolls; and 
without any chance of benefit from the increaſe of trade, They hazard the 
whole, and commonly receive a certain ſtipulated intereſt, with the principal ;, 
whereas the undertakers of inland navigations have the direction of the works, 
the collection of the tonnage, and all the advantages that may ariſe from the 


increaſe of carriage. 


To draw a parallel of ſimilar events from ſimilar circumſtances, and in order 


to elucidate and conclude this addreſs, I beg leave to recall to the attention 
| ot: 
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of my Readers the great Navigations already made (and now making) in Stafford- 
ſhire, Cheſhire, Yorkſhire, and Lancafhire, which I have before mentioned; and 
to conſider the enormous expence of thoſe Canals, which pay amazing intereſt 
for the money advanced to complete them: we ſhall then find the money wanting 
to be ſubſcribed to eomplete this propoſed navigation from Norwich and Lynn 
to London, to be a mere trifle, the returns amazingly large (when compared 
with the others), and the advantages and intereſt better ſecured, and with more 


certainty paid. 


Now to ſhow the diſparity between the two great navigations I. have men- 
tioned, and the preſent one now propoſed : If, on one hand, the inland navigation 
from Leeds to Liverpool, of one hundred and eighty miles and three quarters, 
at an expence of two hundred fifty nine thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy ſeven 
pounds, (being two thouſand three hundred and eighty-three pounds per mile) 
and only to ſupply eleven market- towns; and the other navigation, from Hull to 
Liverpool, of one hundred and. one miles, at the. expence of one hundred and 
one thouſand pounds, and only to ſerve ten market-towns ;—if, I ſay, theſe navi- 
gations be thought by the nobility, gentry, land-owners, and manufacturers on 
thoſe eſtates, objects whereon to expend ſuch immenſe ſums of money, for the 
improvement of the towns, villages, and lands adjoining; in how ſuperior a 
degree does our propofed Navigation merit the attention of men of weight in 
the three counties! ſince. jt will connect the Metropolis itſelh to the ſecond city 
in the Britiſh Empire for trade. and manufactures, Norwich; and ſince Lynn, a 
large and capital ſea-port town, equal if not ſuperior in trade to Liverpool, 
(if not ſo at preſent, at eaſt it ſoon would be, if this propoſed navigation 
ſhould be carried into execution) will thereby have a communication with Lon- 
don, from a diſtance, in the whole, (including both branches, to Norwich and 

'Lynn) of one hundred and fifty-nine miles, and that at the expence of only two 
hundred and twelve thouſand eight hundred pounds, through the very centre 
of the three fineſt corn and manufacturing counties in the kingdom; which 
contain, in the vicinity of the propoſed navigation, one capital city, ſixty- one 
large, populous, manufacturing market- towns, and very near ſeven hundred 
villages; and where the land- carriage is as dear, and the roads as bad, as in 
any place in England, as hath been before obſerved. 


Ta elucidate this matter till further, and to adduce more proofs, * 


are needful, to ſtimulate the land- owners, &c. to this undertaking; I may add 
the 


+ / 
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that the Navigation now agitated, and propoſed to be cut from Biggleſwade 
in Bedfordſhire to Hertford, to join the Lynn Navigation to the River Lea, being 
near thirty miles, will amount to between ſeventy and eighty thouſand pounds, 
which is above a third part of the expence of my propoſed new Navigation, 
for a little above the ſixth part of the diſtance; and only two ſmall, obſcure 
market-towns, will be particularly benefited by, it, and thoſe almoſt without 
trade or commerce. I believe I need not deſcribe the utility of my plan, 
and the moderation of the expence, (when compared with that of the other 
navigation) in ſtronger words or colours. 


I have ſtated the utmoſt expence of this great undertaking in its fulleſt mag- 
nitude ; but I venture to aſſert, and affirm, that 20,000 1. will comprehend 
every expence, to a final concluſion of our intended Grand Canal. My reaſons 
and demonſtrations are as follow. I would propoſe to have the firſt, ſecond, and 
third quarterly call, at io per cent. each; and every ſucceeding quarterly call, only 
5 per cent. each ; as the expenſive purchaſe of the land, (and perhaps buildings) 
from the two Cities, and the town of Lynn, will be very great ; and the quan- 
tities of materials to begin the locks, bridges, &c. (which at firſt muſt be 
purchaſed with ready money, to ſet the deſign afloat) will be very numerous; 
after which a punctual and regular mode of payment for materials being once 
begun and ſettled, a credit will be obtained and eſtabliſhed if wanted, 


Next I would adviſe to keep ſeven hundred men at work, the two firſt years, 
viz, three hundred to be employed at the end from London, which, according 
to my calculation, would be completed as far as Braintree, from the Metropolis; 
and two hundred men from Norwich, and two hundred from Lynn, would com- 
plete, in the ſame time, by Swaffham, Walton, Hingham, and Wyndham, and 
form the communication from Lynn to Norwich, which will produce immediate 
profit; and I make no doubt but the ſecond year would pay conſiderably more 
than the firſt year's intereſt of the advance. After the expiration of two years, 
I would propoſe to keep only five hundred men at work, to finiſh the remainder; 
unleſs any ſubſcriber or ſet of ſubſcribers in a neighbourhood, to accommodate 
themſelves and improve their eſtates, would prefer paying their whole ſubſcrip- 
tion down at once, to complete a part in any particular vicinity; then, and in 
that caſe, a greater number of men may be employed on a particular ſpot for 


that purpoſe. 
I | Now 
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Now a call of 10 per cent, on 200,0001. produces 20,000 l. and the wages of 
700 men will amount to 5ool. a week, or 60001. the firſt three months call. 
The firſt ten miles purchaſe from London, will be at leaſt goool. and the 
ſame diſtance from Norwich and Lynn, about 60001. each, (as it is propoſed to 
come up the River Yare to Hingham, to ſave expence) ; which purchaſes alone 
are 21,0001]. and 60001]. labour being added makes 27,0001. or 70001. more 
than the firſt call, even at 10 per cent. ſubſcribed, 


As the conveyances of the land and property cannot be engroſſed and ſigned 
much before ſix months, there will be two calls more, of 10 per cent. which will 
produce 40,0001, and 12,0001. more for labour, added to the 7, 00 l. deficiency, 
in labour and purchaſe, of the firſt three months call; conſequently 19,0001, 
will then remain for purchaſing bricks, lime, timber, iron, ſtone, and numberleſs 
materials, amounting to 21,0001. And as there will be moſt expence for bridges, 
locks, &c. for the firſt ten miles, there will be very little caſh left to ſpare for 
other purchaſes, till the next call. Now, according to my calculation, the firſt 
ten mites from London, including every expence, will amount to 26,000 J. * 
at leaſt ; the ſame diſtance from Norwich, to 19,0001. ; and from Lynn the like 
diſtance, to 18,000]. which added together make the ſum of 63,0001. The 
plan, according to my eſtimation, will be thus far completed with 700 men, in 
leſs than one year: ſo that, with the addition of the fourth call, of 5 per cent. 
being 10,0001. there will be only 7,0001. in ſtock advanced, more than will 
have been abſolutely expended for the above purpoſes, without providing ma- 
terials more than juſt enough for the performance and completion of the firſt ten 
miles; which cannot be ſuppoſed to be prudent, as it will be abſolutely neceſſary 
to keep in hand a ſtock of every aſſortment of materials, for caſes of emergency, 


This expenſive and troubleſome work being performed, the remainder will 
glide on ſmooth and eaſy, and at leſs than half the foregoing expence. The 
Intereſt on three 10 per cent. calls, and ope 5 per cent. call, will amount to 
the ſum of 23751. at 5 per cent. per annum; and the ſubſequent four quarterly 
5 per cent, calls, only 12501, per annum: ſo that the annual intereſt, at the 
completion of the work of the propoſed Canal, will be 12501. progreſſively : 
whence there will be a mutual convenience to both debtor and. creditor ; for if 
the four calls of 5 per cent. on 40,0001]. were paid in at one time, the annual 
intereſt would be 2,0001. at 5 per cent. per annum : but then the money would 


See Note, page zo, to leſſen the expence. | 
: lie 


N AV 1G AE LE CANAL 39 


lie uſeleſs and unapplied a great part of the time, in bankers' hands, and only be 
drawn as wanted. But how much more convenient to the ſubſcribers, whilſt equally 
uſeful ro the conſumers, will this mode be, of ſubſcribing by inſtalments, and 


the ſubſcribers being their own bankers ! beſides the ſaving of intereſt, which, on 


the plan above propoſed, will be 7 pol. a year, or 4 10l. 


It will be proper to obſerve, that there will be an accumulating toll and ton- 
nage immediately ariſing on the parts of the three grand entrances into the 
Canal, after the firſt year of the undertaking; when, according to my eſtimate, 
eighteen miles from each end will be completed ; and the ſecond year, from Lon- 
don to Braintree, which, although forty-four miles, ſhould be puſhed on to ac- 
commodate that large manufacturing town, and the neighbouring ones. This, 
as ſome miles are only to widen and deepen, could be performed with the 
number of men before mentioned, if properly divided, viz. two hundred and 
fifty ground-men, and fifty carpenters, bricklayers, maſons, &c. And beginning 
at each end from Norwich and Lynn, with one hundred and ſeventy ground- 
men, and thirty carpenters, bricklayers, and maſons, the firſt year would com- 
plete from Norwich to Hingham, and from Eynn to Swaffham; and leſs than 
three months in the ſecond year would complete the propoſed navigation from 
Norwich to Lynn: and by the expiration of the ſecond year the Canal might 
be complete to the town of Diſs. Then will immediately ariſe a progreſſive 
profit or produce, as it advances, far fuperior to the accumulating intereſt of 
ſubſcription, in the manner above propoſed; and which, I am induced to be- 
lieve, will clear a profit, during the performance of the whole work, of not leſs 
than 40,090 I. but if it only produces 12,8.01. the odd money, on the original 
calculation of my firſt eſtimate, leaves the principal of 200,0001, only for ori- 


ginal ſubſcription. 


J hope the above calculation and explanation will give ſatisfaction to every 
Reader. Only two thouſand ſubſcribers, of 1001, each, will be wanting then 
to fill the ſubſcription to the propoſed grand undertaking, inſtead of two thou- 
ſand one hundred and twenty-eizht, as firſt mentioned; and the intereſt will alſo 
be reduced, from 10 6401. as firſt propoſed, to a clear nett 10,0001. a year 


when finiſhed, and all ſubſcriptions paid in. 


The molt capital revenue lies yet untouched, unthought of, and undiſcovered, 


and is imperceptibly thriving without trouble and expence, care 
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I mean, the oak- timber trees, planted on the outer extremity of the banks of the 
towing· paths of the propoſed Canal. Theſe trees in fifty years time will be 
worth, on an average, not leſs than five pounds each; conſequently the 
28,000 trees will produce the immenſe ſum of 140,000 l. in the whole, (within 
60,0001. of the firſt whole expence of this propoſed navigation) which is a 
thriving article of profit, equal to 28001. a year, or 14 per cent. progreſlively : 
and by planting a young tree between each firſt-planted tree, in twenty-five 
years time, and grubbing up the fall at fifty years, then planting again in the 
ſame place, a fall of timber may be obtained, at a ſmall expence, every twenty- 
five years after the firſt fifty years, of the value of 140,0001. conſequently, an 
accumulating revenue of 5600l. a year, or above 22 per cent. without any trouble, 
and a mere trifle of original expence; ſo that endleſs profit, riches, and advan- 
tages, will accrue, not only to the proprietors, but to the ſtate, and the kingdom 
in general, from this propoſed noble and extenſive undertaking. 


The Act to be procured for the propoſed Navigation, will impower the ſub- 
ſcribers, their heirs, &c, to make and maintain the propoſed Cut, or Canal, at 
their own proper coſts and charges; to enter lands, dig and remove obſtructions, 
make towing-paths on the ſides of the Canal, gutters and water-courſes, locks, 
Quices, &c. &c. weighing-beams, bridges, arches, &c. for ſetting up poſts, rails, 
&c. firſt making ſatisfaction to the owners of, or perſons intereſted in, ſuch lands 
or grounds, &c. &c. The lands ſo ſet out not to exceed twenty-eight yards in 
breadth, (except it may be found expedient in certain places) ; the works done 
in purſuance of this Act, not to be ſubject to the ſewer-laws, nor any new turn- 
| Pikes to be erected nearer the Canal than at preſent. The towing-paths to be 
| fenced in, at the Canal-proprietors' expence, from the adjoining lands; a young 
thriving oak-tree to be planted at every twenty yards diſtance, where the ſoil is 
proper; and other uſeful and profitable trees to be planted according to the ſoil. 
Land on each or either ſide of the Canal, within the diſtance of a mile, may be 
| uſed, to dig for ſtone, gravel, clay, for bricks or other uſes, or chalk, or lime- 
ſtones to make lime; ſatisfaction being firſt made to the owners or occupiers 
for the ſame, Felony for any perſon to deſtroy or damage the works, or young 
trees. The navigation to be free upon paying the tolls : the tonnage, freight, 

&c. to be fixed by the Act; and rates neglected to be paid, to be ſued for or 
levied. A further allowance to be made for goods remaining on wharfs above 
twenty four hours. The owners of lands, &c. to have free liberty to carry 


dung, ſoil, or other manures, gratis, to their lands. Rights and privileges of 
: Lords 
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Lords of Manors to be ſaved. Veſſels and paſſage- boats to be numbered; 
and the owners to be reſponſible for their bargemen and ſervants: veſſels lying 
ſo as to obſtruct the navigation, to be removed; and ſunk veſſels to be weighed 
up. Perſons giving falſe evidence in the premiſes, to be proſecuted, and pu- 
niſhed as perſons guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. Proceedings of com- 
miſſioners to be regiſtered, and a clerk appointed : perſons aggrieved may 
appeal to the quarter-ſeJions of the county: the commiſſioners may act as 
« Juſtices. Actions brought on this Act, muſt be commenced within ſix calendar 
months after the offence; the party convicted to pay treble coſts. Coals 
navigated on the Canal, to pay only one moiety at the turnpikes : perſons 
evading the payment of the toll, to forfeit forty ſhillings for every offence. No 
corn or other mill to be erected on the Canal, or towing- paths. Lands to revert 
to the original proprietors, if navigation not made through them, in ten years, or, 
if made and diſcontinued, in five years. Works not to be carried through any park, 
&c. without conſent: all ſprings and waters cut through, to be the property of 
the Canal-proprietors, except incloſed. Commiſſioners are named to determine 
differences, &c. Proprietors of Canal, and land-owners, &c. &c. to ſettle recom - 
pences : if parties will not ſubmit to their determination, (viz. any ſeven of them) 
or refuſe to accept the purchaſe-moneys, &c. or to treat, or ſhall not agree, juries 
may be impannelled to aſſeſs the purchaſe-moneys, &c. Penalties, twenty pounds 
for ſheriff or coroner, five pounds for every juryman and perſon ſummoned, who 
ſhall make default, to be levied by diſtreſs and ſale of goods. The commiſſioners 
may ſettle the proportion of the moneys to be pa.d to the ſeveral perſons inte- 
reſted, with an exception. Determinations, verdicts, and judgements, to be kept 
by the clerk of the peace; and if the ſum given by the jury be greater than that 
ſettled by the commiſſioners, the proprietors of the Canal to pay ſuch jury, and 
vice verz4, Upon the payment of the ſums aſſeſſed, the lands &c. to veſt in the 
Canal-Proprietors; and in default of payment, the ſums aſſeſſed to be recovered, 
with full coſts of ſuit, by action of debt: if coſts are not paid in three months, 
to be levied on the boats, barges, coals, corn, &c. Qualification for a com- 
miſſioner or juryman, fifty pounds per annum freehold, or one thouſand pounds 


perſonal eſtate, after paying all juſt debts. 


Many other clauſes, too numerous to inſert here, will be found neceſſary. I 
only mention the above few to ſhow how cautiouſly it muſt be attended to, 
in applying to the Legiſlature, to guard againſt any infringement of public or 


private rights and properties: they muſt be explicit, and full proviſion made 
M againſt 
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againſt any difference that can poſſibly at firſt, or hereafter, ariſe between the 
Canal-proprietors and Land-owners. 


If the county of Eſſex chuſes to perform its part without the aſſiſtance of 
either of the other two counties; as it will be leſs expenſive, and more profit will 
enſue; and as it may very eaſily be performed to Sturmeer, which will accom- 
modate fifteen miles in Suffolk and Cambridgeſhire, at the expence of 60,0001. ; 
this will produce an intereſt of 12 per cent. Or the navigation may be continued 
from Sturmeer to Lynn, through a part of the county of Suffolk, and near 
New-market, to the Canal already made, and in or near Mildenhall in Suffolk, 
at an expence of not above 20,0001. more. But this cannot be ſuppoſed to be of 
ſo much utility and conſequence as the Grand Canal firſt propoſed, which would. 
run through the interior parts, the very heart of the other two counties, 
(where, if they raiſed the produce, the roads are ſo bad that they cannot carry it 
to a market,) and would give life and energy to a number of market and 
manufacturing towns and villages, which would be benefited in a particular 


manner by that Canal. 


It is true that Eſſex could be ſupplied, by widening and cleanſing a Canal 
almoſt made by Nature, from one of her own ſea-ports (Malden), with coals, 
won, deals, timber, &c. and by making it join the Grand Canal at Chelmsford. 
This plan was offered to the town of Malden a few years ſinee, and a large and 
more than ſufficient ſubſcription made : but its execution was very unfortunately 
prevented by the caprice and contrafted notions of a few, who did not view it 
in a public diſintereſted manner. However, ſhould the ſame gentlemen remain 
of the ſame opinion, another port can be found in the county, far preferable, 
and whoſe inhabitants, merchants and proprietors, are numerous, wealthy and 
opulent, and are ſenſible of the valuable difference it would make to. their 
already extenſive trade; but it would coſt a few thouſand pounds more to 
complete it. The port I mean is Wivenhoe, four miles from Colcheſter, 
down the River Coln; where ſhips of the largeſt burden come up, and can lie 
and load and unload at the wharfs and quays : there are alſo dock-yards, where 
frigates for the Royal Navy are built; warehouſes, &c. already erected: and 
about eight miles below, at the mouth of the River Coln, is a capacious. 
harbour for the largeſt fleet of ſhips, and of the largeſt burden, with good 


anchorage, and ſecure from ſtorms and a rolling ſea,, by Merzea Iſland on the 
| South 
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South Weſt, St. Oſyth and Brightlingſea on the North Eaſt, the back part 
of the county on the Weſt and North, and open to the ſea on the South. 


Eaſt only. 


It would not be improper to inform ſome of my Readers, who may not have 
been at Wivenhoe, of the excellency of its ſituation, both as a ſea-port, and 
as being convenient for promoting an Inland Navigation. It is only fifty-five | 
miles from London; and has an excellent road, through that cheap and plen- 
tifully ſupplied market- town Colcheſter, (only four miles diſtant). It is a moſt 
healthy ſpot, lies high, has good ſprings, and noble proſpects not only of the ſea, 
but of five trading navigable rivers; is in a very genteel neighbourhood, abound- 
ing with game, and ſeveral packs of hounds are kept near the ſpot. It has conve- 
niencies already built, ſufficient to carry on a very great trade, and is capable of 
great improvements. It is at preſent a very pretty, clean town; the buildings 
are regular and genteel, and fit to accommodate the moſt opulent merchants. 
There is a good ſea-bath; and with a little encouragement, this place might vie 
with Margate and Brighthelmſtone for pleaſure, as it would, nay already does for 
trade, Vaſt quantities of wines, brandies, fir timber, deals, iron, &c. &c, and 
all Baltic goods, are imported there; alſo a vaſt quantity of coals, which are 
diſtributed by land- carriage, at ten or twelve miles diſtance, into the county: 
but by this propoſed Canal, that moſt uſeful article might be delivered at London 


for about twenty-eight ſhillings per chaldron. 


Indeed, I verily believe, if Eſſex were to improve the advantages ſhe is poſ- 
feſſed of, without going to Lynn, it would be the moſt rich and flouriſhing 
county in England, and may be rendered of the utmoſt importance; the river 
being navigable already not only for loops, but alſo for two-maſt veſſels, as far 
as Colcheſter : And, for continuing the navigation up the River Coln, for widening 
and deepening to the village of Chaple, and thence making a cut (ſee the dotted 
lines on the Map) of only five miles into the River Blackwater at Coggeſhall, 
(which may be widened and deepened to Braintree to join the Grand Canal there) 
the expence would not exceed 16,0001. ; the diſtance from Wivenhoe to Lon- 
don, by the Canal, would be ſixty-eight miles; and the expence of merchandiſe 
per ton, eleven ſhillings and four pence,. performed within ſeventeen hours, and 
by a paſſage-boat in twelve hours; and coals could be carried for five ſhillings and 
eight pence per chaldron. When that navigation is effected, there is no 


doubt but the land-owners, merchants, and manufacturers of the county of 
Suffolk, 


SG 'e: ' WK 2 
Suffolk, viewing the accumulating riches and convenience of its neighbouring 
county in a true light, would immediately ſubſcribe to ſhare its benefits and 
advantages, by opening a communication with a Canal through the centre of 
their county to Diſs. And without doubt, the city of Norwich would not long 
be an idle ſpectator, but would continue the communication to that city. This 
would improve theſe counties where moſt wanting, and moſt capable of, improve- 
ment, by reaſon of the preſent very bad roads and great diſtance from ſea- ports. 
The increaſe of trade then to Wivenhoe may be better conceived than expreſſed ; 
and, if the firſt propoſed Grand Navigation ſhould be carried into execution, it 
would be found worthy the expence to carry the navigation from Colcheſter to 
Braintree, in order to come in for a ſhare of the trade, as Lynn could 
not, by the Grand Canal, furniſh coals to Sturmeer, (at a penny per ton or chal- 
dron carriage per mile) for leſs than ſeven ſhillings and a penny ; whereas from 
Wivenhoe they could ſerve Sturmeer with the fame commodity for five ſhillings 
and four pence halfpenny, and be paid three half-pence per ton, or chaldron, 
carriage; and could alſo ſerve Braintree for three ſhillings, which could not be 
furniſhed from Lynn for leſs than eight ſhillings and eight pence : conſe- 
quently all the intermediate country in Eſſex, up to Sturmeer, and for ten or 
fifteen miles in Suffolk and Cambridgeſhire, would be naturally — with 


coals and Baltic goods from Wivenhoe. 


And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, or foreign to the general 
good of the counties and proprietors, to take notice of the ſeveral unſucceſsful 
attempts that have been made by the proprietors of the Stortford Navigation, to 
open a communication from Stortford to Cambridge, and conſequently from 
London to Lynn, by the rivers Lea, Stort, Granta, and Cam. The oppoſition it 
always met with from the Noble owners of Shotgrove and Audley End, as in- 
truding on their private property, (the River Granta running through their 
parks) obliged the proprietors to relinquiſh ſo laudable an undertaking. But 
that a Canal can be carried from Stortford to Cambridge, without infringing on 
the private property of thoſe Noblemen, I hope I ſhall be able clearly to demon- 
ſtrate in the following pages; and not only ſhow the practicability, but the 
probable expence which will be neceſſary to complete the ſame; and that 
in three different calculations, (according to the different routes) intended to 
ſhow the difference of expence, which cannot be now an obje& conſiderable 


enough to prolong ſo noble and uſeful an undertaking. 


It 


— 
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If it were neceſſary to widen and deepen the River Granta through thoſe Parks 
almoſt up to its ſource, and then to have a cut of ſeven miles into a part of the 
River Stort, near Stanſted ; why not continue to widen and deepen the River 
Stort, up to Rickling or Clavering; and make a cut by Arkden, over Little- 
bury Green, to come into the River Granta at or near Littlebury ; and widen 
and deepen that River to Cambridge, ſo as to entirely avoid intruding on either 
the private property of Audley End, or Shotgrove? The Cut would not be 
above a mile longer; no oppoſition could poſſibly be made to it; and the 


cleanſing and deepening would be exactly the ſame, in point of extent and 


expence. 


But, were I to propoſe to the proprietors a plan for extending their trade and 
profits to Cambridge, I would ſubmit to their conſideration the following route 


for the navigation, 


I would cleanſe, widen, and deepen the river Stort, from Biſhop Stortford 
to its very ſource, between Meſden and Barkway ; and do the ſame from Cam- 
bridge up the river Cam, by Walton and Meldrith, even up to the ſource of 

the brook at Milborn : from which two heads I would make a circuitous cut 
to come near the town of Royſton, which, lying on the confines of Cambridge- 
ſhire and Hertfordſhire, is a market-town of conſequence, and as much attended 
as moſt market-towns in England, eſpecially for corn and malt. 


To ſpeculate, or attempt to lay down any ſpecific quantity or qualities of goods, 
wares, and merchandiſes, of corn, malt, or other productions, that will be carried 
to and from London on this Navigation if carried into execution, is what I do 
not pretend to: without doubt the quantity will be very great, and amply 
repay the expence which will be incurred, 


Now the difference of diſtance is ſo nearly equal, that the matter of expence is 
not adequate to the object of gain that muſt be expected from the continuance 
of the navigation to near Royſton, Further, if the Noble Lords who made the 


objection to its courſe the other way, ſhould ſtill make an objection to its going 
through their grounds at all; that objection will be entirely removed, by taking 


the route from Stortford, to go near Royſton to Cambridge. If it will not be 
intruding on the patience of my Readers, I will, as near as poſſible, ſnew the 


diſtance each way, and the difference of expence. 
Sc” The 
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The original intention of continuing the Navigation from Cambridge to 
Stortford, was by widening and deepening the River Granta from Cambridge 
along its courſe through Audley End and Shotgrove Parks to near Quendon, 
- twenty-four miles; cutting from thence into the river Stort near Stanſted, five 
miles and a half; and widening and deepening the River Stort from thence to 
Stortford, two miles and a half: making in the whole thirty-two miles ; twenty- 
ſix miles miles and a half being to deepen and widen, at 600l. per mile; and 
five miles and a half to new-cut ; which, with purchaſing land, making locks, 
bridges, towing-paths, &c. &c. at 1200]. per mile, makes the whole expence, 


„ 


as originally intended, 22,5001. 


The next point is to ſnow the length of navigation, and the expence, of the 
ſecond propoſed route, without entering the aforeſaid Parks: and here the length 
of the River Granta from Cambridge to between Little Walden and Littlebury, 
is fifteen miles; to cut from thence acroſs Littlebury Green, by Arkden, into 
the River Stort, near Rickling, eight miles; and from thence, to deepen and 
widen the River Stort, to Stortford, eight miles: making in the whole, this 
way, thirty-one miles; twenty-three miles of which will be to deepen and 
widen, and eight miles to new-cut ; which, at the above expence per mile, will 


be 23, 400 l. 


I have now to give the length and expence of this navigation propoſed 
from Stortford by the market-town of Royſton to Cambridge; which will en- 
tirely remove any oppoſition from the Noble owners of the parks before men- 
tioned. And here the length of the river Cam, from Cambridge to Walton; and 
to the head or ſource of the brook at the village of Melborn, is fourteen 
miles and a half; to new-cut from Melborn, to come very near Royſton and 
Barlee, to the head or ſource of the river Stort, between Meſden and Barkway, 
will be very near ſeven miles; and from thence to widen and deepen the river 
Stort to Biſhop Stortford, will be eleven miles and a half: making in the whole 
thirty-three miles; twenty-ſix miles of which will be to deepen and widen, 
and ſeven miles to new-cut ; which, at the expence firſt mentioned per mile, 
will be 24,0001. But I beg leave here to obſerve, that, not being complete 
maſter of the neareſt and moſt direct route, and not having the level, only a 
curſory view, I am perſuaded, almoſt to a certainty, that I have exaggerated the 
length about three miles and a half, and the expence about 24001,” This 1 did 


to ſhew the utmoſt expence that could poſſibly accrue ; which, were it equal 
to 
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to what I have here mentioned, is within 15001. of the firſt propoſed expence, 
on the objectionable plan; and if 24001, leſs, (which I verily believe it may be 
accompliſhed for the latter way, which will be attended with numerous advan— 
tages, and comprehend the whole trade of a large market-town) it will be only 
21,6001. conſequently 900 J. leſs than the firſt-intended expence. 


I hope to find petitions to Parliament, for branches out of the principal Canal, 
as frequent as they are now for turnpike-roads ; and to ſee my Countrymen emu» 
late our neighbours in France, who, although they abound in Canals from one 
end of the kingdom to the other, yet, viewing the advantages which Holland 
derives from her inland commerce, are imitating her example, and are now, 
at an enormous expence, abfolutely cutting three canals or branches (of great 
length) into their moſt navigable rivers, to improve their trade and manufac- 
tures. Immediately after the concluſion of the war, on reducing their army 
and navy, theſe Canals were immediately begun to find their ſoldiery and 
ſeamen employment. Happy would it be for Old England if her Miniſters 
would copy the example, and not ſuffer their veteran as well as youthful ſoldiers 
and ſailors to emigrate to foreign countries for employment and ſupport, nor, 
through the bad policy of the ſtate, leave ſome thouſands to languiſh in idleneſs, 


or ſtarve in priſons ! 


But to proceed. Their firſt Canal will extend the ſpace of twenty-four leagues, 
or ſeventy-two miles, from Chalons ſur Saone, to the town of Dijon; and form 
a junction of the Saone and the Rhone with the Loire. The courſe of the 
ſecond will be from St. Jean de Laune to the village of Roche, between St. 


Florentin and Joigny, being a courſe of fifty-two leagues, or one hundred and 
fifry-ſix miles; and will open a communication between the Saone, the Rhine, 


the Yonne, and the Seine, The third Canal will extend from the village of St, 
Symphorin, on the Saone, a little above St. Jean de Laune, on the oppoſite ſhore, 
to the town of Dole ; from whence it will be continued below Straſburgh, and 
form a junction of the Saone and the Rhone, with the Ill and the Rhine. The 
above great undertakings are purſued with ſo much vigour and activity, and 
ſuch an extenſion of the moſt valuable branches of manufaQures is expected 
therefrom, that, unleſs a delay ſhould be occaſioned by ſome unforeſeen accident, 


it is imagined the whole will be completed in the year 1790. 


By 
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By theſe navigable Canals there will be a cheap, eaſy, ſafe, and certain con- 
veyance of goods from Marſeilles, and the Mediterranean, Italy, Switzerland, &c. 
by the Rhone, to the Bay of Biſcay; to the Ocean, by the Loire; and by 
the Canals out of thoſe Rivers, to Germany and Holland; as allo to all Flanders, 
or the Auſtrian Netherlands, by their junction with the Rhine. You may 
hence perceive, that on any future war with England, France will be able to 
ſupply her dock-yards at Marſeilles and Toulon, as alſo her grand arſenal and 
dock-yards at Breſt and Rochefort, with all ſorts of ſtores and Baltic goods, 
by theſe Canals, without hazarding a voyage at ſea; whereas they are now 
obliged to be brought from the Baltic, down. the Engliſh Channel, to Breſt,” and 
through the Straits of Gibraltar to Toulon, at great riſk and hazard from our 
ſhips of war and privateers ; or elſe they muſt go North-about, which is a long 


and dangerous voyage. 


I hope we ſhall not be above the imitation of French policy ; eſpecially, as it 
is ſo obvious, and clear to conviction : for if any thing is wanting to enforce 
the arguments made uſe of, in favour of the Grand Canal from London to Lynn, 
which is the object of this Treatiſe, it is the attention paid by France, at this 
time, to theſe New Canals, ſince this Canal would be to England what thoſe 
Canals will be to France. The Eaſt-country goods would be brought from the 
Baltic to Lynn and Yarmouth, in time of a war with France, at one half the time, 
expence, and riſk, of being brought into the Thames, to ſupply Chatham, 
Sheerneſs, Woolwich, and Deptford dock-yards. Theſe ſtores, being brought 
to Lynn or Yarmouth, may be conveyed down this propoſed Canal without riſk, 
cheaply and expeditiouſly, and to a certainty in point of time: to ſay nothing 
of the advantage of the fine and noble timber growing in thoſe three counties, 
which the length, extreme difficulty, and expence of land-carriage, deter the 
owners from felling and bringing to a market; and not to mention the nurſery 
of 28,000 fine young, thriving Oaks, on the banks of the Canal. 


Another advantage, and that a moſt capital one, is, that the Iriſh proviſions for 
our fleets may be conveyed at a ſixth part of the expence and time, without 
hazard, to Liverpool; and by the Staffordſhire Canal, to Hull; or by a Canal from 
the Trent, into the Canal from Lynn to Cambridge; and from that Canal, to this 
propoſed Canal from Lynn to London; or from Hull to Lynn, and immediately 
to London by this propoſed Grand Canal: whereby our fleets, in time of war, 
which ſail from Chatham and Sheerneſs, may be conſtantly and certainly ſupplied, 
without 
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without the riſk of being taken by enemies ſhips of war and privateers, Not to 
mention the corn, flour, meal, malt, &c. carried by the propoſed conveyance 
from the interior parts of the three fineſt corn-counties in England. 


As, in the Navigation carrying on from Leeds to Liverpool, there are branches 
out of the main Canal, to Lancaſter, Mancheſter, Blackburn, Clithero, Burnly, 
Bradford, &c, ſo would I adviſe branches out of this propoſed Grand Canal, to 
Dunmow, from Ongar, through the Roodings, (to go within a mile of Hatfield 
Broad-Oak, a market-town); which being very wet, and in winter quite impaſſable 
for waggons or other carriages, or even horſes, a branch would be ſuch an 
improvement to the land-owner, by draining that fine corn-country, that the 
land and produce would be at leaſt trebly augmented, and the latter brought by 

. barges to a certain and immediate market: coals could. then be burnt by 
the poor (hitherto almoſt deſtitute of that neceſſary article) for leſs than the 
preſent expence of carriage only; and all other articles of trade, merchandiſe, and 
manufactures, would in like manner be benefited. I will allow, a nearer branch 
may be cut from the Chelmer at Leigh's Park; but that would not drain the 
Roodings: as alſo to the towns of Halſtead, Saffron-Walden, Linton, New- 
market, Sudbury, Hadleigh, Bury St. Edmund's, Framlingham, by Debenham, 
Harleſton, Thetford, and by Market-Dereham to Cauſton. The Lake near that 
town may be the head of the Navigation; which would expedite the trade, 
merchandiſe, and manufactures. of the towns of Worſted, North Walſham, 
Aylſham, Repeham, and Foulſham, (from each of which it is not above five 
or ſix miles. diſtant) ; and would alſo greatly promote the trade and manufactures 
of Fakenham, Great Walſingham, Holt, and even Wells, Cley, and Cromer. 


But, were it for nothing elſe but the improving of land, and bringing to 
market the immenſe quantities of corn- which are, and may be grown in that 
extenſive part of the county of Norfolk, the expence would- be amply repaid, 
by the ſhort, eaſy, and cheap conveyance, not only of the produce of the land, 
but of merchandiſe and inanufactures; as alſo butter, cheeſe, &c. as well as 
the different articles of conſumption in return, which are now ſubject to very 


heavy expences by land- carriage. 


Suppoſe theſe branches from the main Canal to be only fiſteen or eighteen 
feet wide at top, and three feet deep; the digging would not exceed 200 l. a mile; 


and the purchaſe would be about five acres every mile, Omg path included; 
| Q which 


. 


4 
| 
: 
l 
| 
: 
: 


PAS nn Er EE 1 
— — 
—— 


"x + « "= * * 
Rr ———r̃—' 
. - / : 2 
- 


* 
— * 7 1 * 
7 eee 
*. 9 N : 

: 6 a 9 g 
8 A, Wy, | 


56 | A "PLAN FO Rb, te 5 
which on an average would not exceed 108. per acre; and twenty years purchaſe 
would be about 50 J. per acre. Beſides, in croſs-country. roads, fewer road- 
bridges, and thoſe of ſmaller dimenſions, without any ornament except ſtone- 
copings, at about 100l. each, would anſwer all purpoſes. So that I doubt 
whether the expence would exceed $00l. or 600l. a mile, locks and all included, 
to complete the matter entirely. 


Every increaſe of navigable Canals through a country muſt extend its eom- 
merce, by facilitating the conveyance of wares and merchandiſes, as well as. 
timber for ſhip-building, the baſis of our naval ſtrength, and the only means by 
which our trade muſt be maintained; and therefore cannot fail of being publicly 
beneficial : not to mention the great improvement in agriculture, by enhancing 
the value of lands; which the Gentlemen of _ intereſt would do well to 


| confider, 5 5 : 


May we not therefore preſume. to hope, that the influence of exalted rank, 
and the power of large poſſeſſions, (which theſe three Counties may boaſt in an 
eminent degree) will be nobly and uſefully exerted to promote the propoſed noble, 
grand, and uſeful undertaking ? Sure J am, that, if Public Virtue, the Love of our 
Country, or even a regard to private intereſt, have not loſt their force, we ſhall 
unite on this profitable and intereſting occaſion; and then this great undertaking, 
of an Inland Navigation from Norwich and Lynn to. London, cannot fail to be 


effected with caſe. 


— 


Thus have I given, candidly, and as conciſely as I have been able, my ideas 


of theſe great deſigns; and heartily wiſh, as a Lover of my Country, and a Friend 


to Trade, Commerce, and Manufactures in general, that the Works of this kind 
already executed may proſper, and ſpread far and wide their ſalutary influence; 
and that thoſe in embryo may be purſued with ſpirit and ſteadineſs, eſpecially 
that which is the ſubject of this Treatiſe, All private intereſt ſhould be diſcarded 
on every fide ; and all concerned ſhould unite as one man, in carrying the deſign 
finally into execution: they will then leave their names ſacred and illuſtrious to 
lateſt poſterity, as Friends to themſelves and Succeſſors, to their Country, and to 


Mankind in general, by promoting ſo profitable and uſeful an undertaking as 


this Propoſed GRAND CANAL. 
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